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Gentiemen :—I have now to direct your 
to 


NARCOTICO-ACRID POISONS. 


This class of poisons is so named because 
it combines the influence of the two for- 
mer classes. They operate topically, like 
the acrid poisons, upon whatever tissue 
they are ied to, and this is cither 
accompanied with, or followed by, narcotic 
symptoms. 

In some instances the irritant influence is 
scarcely obvious; and in no case is that 
powerfal, organic change displayed upon 
the stomach after death, which is the result 
of mg action of the acrid poisons. The 
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narcotism is usually of a comatose cha- 
racter, and is often atteaded with delirium, 
occasionally of a high kind ; but, in some 
instances, neither coma nor delirium are pre- 
sent, and the influence of the poison on the 
nervous system is displayed by violent teta- 
nic spasms, which destroy the respiratory 
function, and thus cause death. 

The topical influence of this class of poi- 
sons is never so severe as to cause death, 
the fatality in every instance depending on 
their action on the nervous system. In large 
doses their narcotic influence is so power- 
ful, that the habit does not suffer from the 
irritation which is the result of their topical 
action ; in small doses their narcotic influ- 
ence is scarcely perceived, and their topical 
action is more striking. 

The greater number of the poisons of this 
class contain some peculiar alkaline prin- 
a which is their active agent, and 
which, being separated by the process of 
digestion, is carried into the circulation, 
but the manner in which they affect the 
nervous system ultimately is not well ander- 
stood, although the peculiar aud decided 
influence which they exert on distinct 
organs, leads to the belief that they operate 
by being conveyed to the part on which 
their poisonous property is calculated to 
act, and not by any peculiar influence ex- 
erted on the inner membrane of the blood- 
vessels, and thence conveyed along the 
nerves, as has been conjectured by some 
physiologists. Some of them operate chiefly 
on the brain, others solely on the spinal 
cord; and the influence of a few seems as if 
it were confined to the heart. 

It might be supposed that some of those 
agents, which have already been treated of 
as belonging to the class of acrid poisons, 
should be placed in this class; but their 
principal influence being that of very power- 
fal acrids, and inflammation and organic 
changes being the principal features of their 
action, whilst the most prominent features 
of the poisons of this class is their narcotic 
influence, the propriety of separating them 
is obvious. 

All the poisons of this class are vegetable 
substances. 

The diagnostic onan by which the 
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inflyence of the narcotico-acrids is to be 
distinguished from diseases, are the same as 
those of the narcotic poisons, with the ex- 
ception that the narcotism which the narco- 
tico-acrids cause by a single dose, is, in many 
cases, distinguished from disease, with 
greater difficulty, owing to the symptoms 
— more permanent, and continuing for se- 
veral daysatatime. The effect of some of 
them, especially of those which cause tetanic 
spasms, is so peculiar, that it is not very 
likely to be confounded with disease. 

The time whch the uarcotico-acrid poi- 
sons require to produce their fatal issue, 
differs more among the substances they in- 
clude,than in any other class of poisons, With 
some the course of symptoms terminates 
before ten or twelve hours ; and if that time 
is exceeded they rarely prove fatal : in other 
instances the narcotism may continue for 
thirty-six hours, and ultimately prove 
fatal ; whilst in a third set, in which the 
poison seems to accumulate in the system, 
the fatality may be protracted two or even 


weeks. 

The class may he divided into four groups, 
or sub-classes, pamely,— 

1. Comprehending those substances which 
cause delirium. 

2. Those in. which no delirium is pre- 


8. Those in which delirium or tetanus are 
the most striking symptoms according to the 
extent of the dose. 

4, Those in which the delirium is a pro- 
minent feature, but in which the topical in- 
fluence is more obvious upon the affected 
tissues than in the other groups. 


BELLADONNA. 


In the first group of the narcotico-acrid 
sons we find the deadly nightshade, atropa 
ladonna. 
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five, shorter than the corolla ; the stigma is 
flattened, supported on a style rising from a 
two-celled, polyspermous ovary, surrounded 
by a yellow hypogynous disk, The fruit, 
which resembles a berry, is of a deep, shin- 
ing black colour, about the size of a small 
cherry, and seated in the calyx, which is 
persistent. The whole plant impresses a 
peculiar clammy feeling to the hand on 
touching it. 

The poisonous properties of belladonna 
seem to have been very early known, and 
in moderr times, the attractive appearance, 
of the berries has often induced children to 
eat them ; and fatal accidents have also re- 
sulted from the berries having been employ - 
ed to colour wine. 

Gme.in has quoted an instance of inten- 
tional poisoning from mixing wine with the 
juice of the berries ; and it was by the dele- 
terious effects of such a mixture On the sol- 
diers of Swexo, which enabled Macseti to 
gain the decisive victory which he did over 
the Danes. Macrern, hearing that the 
Danes were in want of provisions, sent 
wine and bread to their camp, “ not only of 
the grape,” says Bucranan, “ but of bar- 
ley,”—ac succo infecti herba cujusdam ve- 
nefica cujus magna copiam in Scotia nasci- 
tur, vulgo solanum somniferum vocant. He 
describes the plant and its effeets. 

M. Gavitier has recorded an instance of 
one hundred and fifty soldiers having been 
poisoned by them near Dresden: they were 
affected with dryness of the throat, some 
difficalty of deglutition: dilated pupils, 
with the eyered and prominent,aud obscure 
vision. I have observed complete tempo- 
rary blindness to result from the adminis- 
tration of the extract as a medicine ; and in 
every instance, after it has been administered 
for two or three days, dryness of the throat 
isa most striking symptom of its influence 


As the whole of this plant possesses poi- | oy the habit. It is said that the pupil is 


sonous properties, its botanical characters | not always dilated, even when vertigo, deli- 
should be well understood, It is an indi- pjgm, and hallucinations are present. 
genous plant, belonging to the natural order| ‘The usual symptoms of poisoning by bel- 
Solanaceae. In Great Britain it is usually jadonna are dryness of the mouth and throat, 
found growing in shady places. The root, | vertigo, delirium of a kind resembling in- 
which, aceording to Bucuxrn, is the most | toxication, accompanied with hallacina- 
poisonous part of the plant, is referred to by | tions, fits of langhter, and violent gesticula- 
Swaksreare, under the name of “ Insane | tions; dilated pupils and injection of the 
root: — conjunctiva; nausea; often the defect of 
“ Have we eaten of the insane root, power to articulate sounds; occasionally 
That the f convulsions, but more generally sopor and 
It is thick and branching; the stems, which lethargy, which occasionally alternates wit! 
are annual, rise to the height of from three | the delirium, both being sometimes inter- 
to five feet, are cylindrical, smooth, and | mittent. Instead of deliriuw symptoms 
branching, and bear alternate leaves, whieh | closely resembling somnambulism oceasion- 
are of a dull green hue, almost always eaten ‘ally display themselves. Dr. Curistison has 
by insects, ovate and smooth, or slightly | allnded to a case of this kind, in the twenty 
pubescent: the flowers, which are solitary, | second volume of the “ Journal Universel,” 
are supported on peduncles and axillary. | of a tailor who was poisoned by an injection 
The sepal is of one piece, campaniform, and | of belladonna, and who, for fifteen hours, 
five times divided: the corolla is, also, of during which he was insensible to external 
one piece, divided into five equal lobes, of objects and speechless, went through the 
a deep, lurid-violet hue, The stamens are | customary operations of his trade with great 


er 


vivacity, moving his lips as if in conversa- 
tion. 


The long-continued administration of 


small doses of the extract of belladonna 
causes a redness of the skin, closely resem- 
bling the eruption of scarlatina; but in 
none of the recorded cases of poisoning by 
itis such a symptom noticed. 

Although, as I have said, convulsions are 
rare, yet lock jaw, subsultus tendinuin, and 
occasionally chorea, or, at least, symptoms 
closely resembling it, have occurred, Stran- 
guary and suppression of urine have also 


In the post-mortem examination of the 
body, the most striking circumstance is the 
rapid deeomposition of the body ;—putrefac- 
tion begins in less than twelve hoars after 
death. The blood vessels of the head are 
gorged, and the stomach and intestiaes show 
the marks of inflammation. The best mode 
of averting the fatal effects of this poison is 
to exhibit emeties of sulphate of zinc, or of 
copper, assisting |their operation by irrita- 
tion of the fauces; then evacuating the 
bowels by active purgatives and glysters ; 
and following these by large doses of vine- 
gar or other vegetable acids, 


DATURA STRAMONIUM, 


Datura is a genns of plants, natives of 
tropical climates, and belonging to the natu- 
ral order, Solanace@, which possess virulent 
poisonous properties. One of the species, 
the D. stramonium, has been so long 
knuwn as a weed in this country, that it has 
been regarded as an indigenous plant, even 
by the distinguished Ray; but that it was 
brought into Great Britain from Turkey, 
is more generally believed. 

It is an annual plant, flowering in July 
and August. The root is woody and fibrous ; 
the stem, which rises to the height of from 
two to three feet, is cylindrical, smooth, 
branching in the manner which botanists 
term dichotomous, and spongy or hollow 
within: the leaves are large, alternate, upon 
footstalks, irregularly ovato-triangular and 
sinuated, of a dark green in the upper, and 
a paler green on the under disk. The flowers 
are large, axillary, soli- 
tary, on 8 peduncles, of a white colour ; 
the calyx monosepalous, tubular, five-tooth- 
ed, and pentangular, separating with the 
corolla, except the base, which is perma- 
nent. The filaments of the anthers adhere 
to the corolla, and support oblong, flat an- 
thers. The style, which rises from a quad- 
rilocular ovary, supports a bilobed stigma. 
The feuit is an ovate, spinous capsule, about 
the size of a walnut, four-celled at the base, 
but only two-celled above, inclosing many 
dark brown, reniform seeds, rough on the 
"The whole of the plant is 

whole poisonons, ex- 
hales a feetid odour, and impresses a bitter, 
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species of datura, ly D. tatula, 
possess equally powerful poisonous pro- 


ies. were supposed to form a 
ind of secret poison, which was prepared 
in India, and was said to kill at any time 
the poisoner pleased, at the termination of 
days, months, or years, a story little credi- 
ble, but which demonstrates the belief in 
the well-known poisonous perties of 
these species of datura. The natives of 
Batavia made a fermented liquor from them 
which caused furious intoxication. 

Datura stramonium is poisonous, what- 
ever part of the plant is used. 

Some young soldiers in Jamaica, reports 
Bevenr ey, in his history of that island, ate 
plentifully of the herb as a boiled salad, 
“ which produced,” says he, “a very plea- 
sant remedy, for they turned natural fools 
upon it for several days. One would blow 
up a feather in the air, another would dart 
straws at it with great fury; another, stark 
naked, was sitting up in a corner, like a 
monkey, grinning and making mouths at 
them; a fourth would fondly “kiss and paw 
his companions, and sneer in their faces 
with a countenance more antic than any in 
a Dutch doll. In this frantic condition they 
were confined, lest in their folly they should 
destroy themselves.” In eleven days the 
ee unconscious of anything whi 

a 
A man and his wife, who were both rhen- 
matic, consulted a druggist, who recom- 
mended them to take an infusion of Datura 
stramonium. A strong infusion was made, 
and the wife took a cupfal of it on going into 
bed, and five minutes ahete ards the husband 
took a similar quantity, and went to place 
himself in bed, when he found his wife 
powerfully agitated, making singular move- 
ments, her eyes fixed and staring, and unable 
to reply to the questions put to her. At 
that moment, as she afterwards related, she 
felt as if a fire had mounted to her head, and 
also affected her stomach. The husband 
became sick, and vomited; after which he 
wished to go out to get assistance for his 
wife, but he had scarcely gained the door of 
the room ere he felt so enfeebled that his 
knees beut under him, and he was forced to 
sit down, but ina few seconds he fell sense- 
less to the ground: on recovering he vomit- 
ed repeatedly, was greatly agitated, became 
torpid, with a lethargic tendency, and lost 
for some time all sense of feeling. These 
symptoms continued eight hours with the 
husband and thirteen with the wife, and the 
latter was afterwards affected with gastric 
irritation, which continued nearly a month. 
Cases have occurred in which injections of 
the infusion of the plant caused the same 
effects. 

Another case occurred at Brentford, 
which you will find detailed in the lecture 
of Dr, Stewonp, on Materia Medica, in Tur 
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case there was no nausea, nor inclination to 
vomit, and paralysis of the limbs supervened; 
furious delirium also succeeded to the stu- 
por and insensibility, and rose so high that 
two people were required to keep} the pa- 
tient in bed; and during its continuance he 
caught at the by-standers with his hands, 
and uttered incoherent sentences. After 
alternate attacks of delirium, with intervals 
of quiet, he recovered. A case, also, was 
brought into the Northampton Infirmary. 
A woman had drank two cupfuls of infusion 
of stramonium instead of senna, but the 
early use of the stomach-pump prevenied 
the symptoms of poisoning, which were fully 
developed, from running their course. 

I have never seen a case of poisoning by 
the herbaceous part of stramonium; but I 
witnessed a case of poisoning by the extract 


given in an overdose, namely, six grains. | ba 


The symptoms were dryness of the mouth 
and throat, with difficulty of degtutition, the 
abdomen swelled and tender; the face 
swollen ; dilated, with loss of 
vision ; ncoherent, owing chiefly 
tea of the lower jaw: 
the right side was paralyzed. Gastric 
symptoms and severe cephalea remained for 
many days. 

T was also called in to see the child of Dr. 
Darrin, two years of age, who swallowed 
about sixteen grains of the seeds, and died 
from the influence of the poison. After 
evincing some irritability of temper, accom- 
panied by general itching of the skin, in 
about an hour flushed countenance, wildness 
of manner, suffused eyes, maniacal expres- 
sion, ineffectual efforts to vomit, came on, 
incoherent and rapid utterance, and striking 
at imaginary objects which seemed to terrify 
her. She then became furiously delirious, 
struck, pinched, and attempted to bite, with- 
out any intervening object. Within two 
hours and a half her power of utterance and 
voice were lost, she had a sonorous, croupy, 
barking cough, and incapability of degluti- 
tion; these symptoms excited a suspicion of 
hydrophobia, which was removed by the 
vomiting from the stomach of some of the 
seeds. She became insensible; the volun- 
tary power of the muscles was lot; the limbs 
were violently agitated by spasmodic twitch- 
ing and jactitation, alternating with short 
paroxysms of tetanic spasm. The pupils 
were dilated during the whole stage, the 
pulse was almost imperceptible from the 
first, but, so far as it could be felt, was 
natural as to velocity ; in about three hours 
coma superveued, but the convulsive twitch- 
ing and jactitation alternating with spas- 
modic motions of the hands and arms re- 
mained, The muscles of the face were 
never affected by the spasms, nor the expres- 
sion of the countenance at any time dis- 
torted. The comatose stage lasted about 
two hours; atympanitic state of the bowels 
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she had a stage of excitement and one of 
collapse ; and, after exhibiting a train of 
symptoms which cannot fail to remind the 
reader of those that occur in hydrophobia, 
she died, exactly twenty-four hours after 
swallowing the seeds. Emetics of ipecacu- 
anha, of tartarized antimony, and of sulphate 
of zinc, were uselessly tried ; from the in- 
solubility of the substance swallowed, the 
stomach-pump was not employed. Twenty 
seeds were dislodged by the vomiting. 
Castor oil was given, and an enema ad- 
ministered. Calomel and jalap were re- 
quired before the bowels unloaded them- 
selves, and upwards of eighty seeds were 
thus brought away. Cloths dipped in cold 
water, and leeches were applied to the 
temples during the comatose stage, and 
pes child was also immersed in the warm 


When I saw the infant, after these active 
measures had been taken, I was induced to 
recommend a trial of calcined magnesia, in 
half scruple doses, with four minims of 
liquor potassz, with the hope of neutralizing 
the active principle of the poison, but these 
means were without any bereficial effect. 

On opening the ’ody, on the morning fol- 
lowing the day on which the child died, no 
portion of the poison, not a single seed, 
was found in the alimentary canal; there 
was a slight inflammatory blush pervading 
the pharynx and cesopbagus, to about one- 
third of their extent, and a very distinct 
vascular band, about half an inch broad, ap- 
peared at the junction of the oesophagus 
with the pharynx; the inflammation had ex- 
tended into the larynx, and the rima glottidis 
was thickened and very turgid. In every 
instance in which the seeds have been taken 
in poisonous doses, the condition of the 
brain has resembled that in the child of Dr. 
Durrin ; but in some the derangement has 
amounted to idiotcy. Heim relates a case 
in which two children had eaten freely of 
the seeds ; the effects were drowsiness, great 
heat of the body, furious delirium, swelling 
of the abdomen, constriction of the fauces, 
convulsions, and symptoms resembling those 
of hydrophobia, Many more examples of 
the poisonous influence of stramonium might 
be quoted from the works of Keemprer, 
Morray, and others, but 
these are sufficient to demonstrate its dele- 
terious power. 

The poisonous properties of s‘ramonium 
depend on a vegetable alkali, which was 
discovered by MM, Geicer and Hesse, and 
named daturia, It is combined with the 
malic acid in the plant. It is procured in 


the form of colourless prisms, very brilliant 
and grouped, of a bitter taste, and acrid like 
tobacco, very little soluble in water, as it 
requires 224 parts of that fluid at 60° to dis- 
solve one part of daturia, and 72 parts at 
212°. It is uot very soluble in ether, but 
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DATURA, TOBACCO, AND NICOTINA. 


the acids, and produces the same effects as 
belladonna upon the pupil. The infusion of 
the plant forms precipitates with the salts 
of lead, silver, mercury, and iron ; but these 
results throw no light on the mode of de- 
tecting the presence of the poison, which 
can be known only by the symptoms. 

In cases of poisoning by stramonium, our 
first object, if we are called in early enough, 
is to evacuate the stomach by means of the 
stomach-pump, or direct emetics. To re- 
lieve the brain, cupping behind the ears has 

ved beneficial, and sinapisms may be 
applied to the feet and legs. If our assist- 
ance is not called for until the narcotic symp- 
toms have been fully developed, emetics 
are useless, and the case must be treated as 
one of poisoning by a simple narcotic. 


TOBACCO, 


Tobacco, the dried prepared leaves of the 
nicotiana tabacum, and those, of all the 
species of the genus, possess poisonous pro- 
perties, although they are almost universally 
employed as articles of luxury in every part 
of the world. It is unnecessary to describe 
the plant, for our purpose, as it is only the 
dried leaves, and the preparations of them, 
that have proved poisonous. The recent 
plant, however, is equally poisonous, 

Tobacco has been, and still is, employed in 
a great variety of forms, smoking, snufling, 
and chewing, and in medicine it is employed 
asa topical application to the surface, and 
in the form of enemata. In all of these 
modes of using it, deleterious consequences, 
more or less serious, have ensued. 

The symptoms caused by smoking, in 
those unaccustomed to the use of tobacco, 
are nausea, vomiting, syncope, stertorous 
breathing, insensibility of the pupil; symp- 
toms indicating the powerful influence of 
the volatile principles of the tobacco on the 
nervous energy. Cases of death have oc- 
curred from smoking. Gwettn relates two 
instances, in one of which seventeen pipes, 
and in the other eighteen, were smoked at 
the sitting ; indeed, in Germany, many deaths 
have been traced to the abuse of smoking. 
In America children smoke at a very early 
age, and often fall victims to the custom. 
In the “Massachussets Newspaper” is a 
notice of the death of a “Master James 
Berrey, aged twelve, a promising youth, 
whose early death is supposed to have been 
brought on by excessive smoking of cigars.” 

The smoke of tobacco thrown into the 
rectum is more poisonous than when it is 
inhaled by the mouth. When it operates as 
a poison it causes paleness of the counte- 
nance, vomiting, cold clammy sweats, ex- 
treme sinking of the powers of the system, 
and death. 

Snuffing is less deleterious than smoking, 
and T am not aware of any really poisonous 
effects which have resulted from it, and I 
have seen it taken to the greatest excess. 


One of the greatest snuffers that I ever 
knew, was ArtHur Moureny, the elegant 
translator of “ Tacitus,” and celebrated 
dramatist. I have seen him sitting in his 
study with a large china basin of snuff on 
the table, from which he took a quantity 
suflicient nearly to cover the palm of his 
right hand, and from that part he drew it 
into his nostrils. He lived to an old age, 
aod did not appear to have suffered from 
thecustom. SanTENIL, the celebrated French 
wit, was killed by a considerable quantity 
of snuff being mixed with his wine. 

Chewing tobacco, even in small quantity, 
is hurtful to digestion; yet such is the in- 
fluence of custom, that the women in the 
province of Varinas, in South America, 
carry the inspissated juice of the prepared 
tobacco in a small box, which they wear 
like a watch, suspended to one side at the 
end of a string. Instead of a key, it is 
furnished with a little spoon, with which 
they help themselves from time to time of 
this juice, relishing it in their mouths like 
a sweetmeat.* 

The internal use of tobacco, in whatever 
way it is taken, when overdosed, is most 
hazardous. Many fatal cases are recorded 
in which the tobacco enema has proved 
fatal. In the “ Edin. Med. and Surg. Jour.” 
is a case related by the physician who or- 
dered the enema, “ I suggested,” says he, 
“ aglyster of the infusion of tobacco, in the 

roportion of 3ij. to fSviij. of boiling water. 
Ko sooner was it administered than the 
patient, a young man, was seized with some- 
thing like convulsions, became speechless, 
and died in less than two hours. I could 
not obtain leave to inspect the body.” 
I once witnessed a case of the most alarm- 
ing collapse, caused by the common tobacco 
enema, but it did not prove fatal. In almost 
every instance it makes the patient sick, 
causes fainting and cold sweats, and alarm- 
ing sinking of the pulse, and generally in- 
stantaneous relaxation of spasm, if any 
exist. Nearly the same deleterious effects 
result from the external application of to- 
bacco in the form of cataplasm or lotions. 
I once saw very alarming symptoms caused 
by the application of the infusion in a case 
of porrigo scutulata. The symptoms were 
similar in every respect to those caused by 
the tobacco enema whien it is too strong. 

There are two distinct priuciples in to- 
bacco, to which its medicinal and poisonous 
properties are to be ascribed: one au alka- 
line principle ; the other an cmpyreumatic 
oil. 

Nicotina was discovered by Dr. Certont, 
of Cremina, and its nature investigated by 
MM. Possext and Reimann. It is a liquid 
alkali, usually of a yellow colour, but co- 
lourless when it is pure; it has an odour 
resembling that of tobacco, and of an acrid, 


* Columbia, vol. ii., p. 116. 
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burning, and permanent taste; it is v 
soluble in water, and more so in wther, wh 
takes it up from its aqueous solution; it 
has a distinct alkaline reaction; one drop 
of it will kill a dog. 

The empyreumatic oil is of a dark-brown 
colour; has the strong colour of tobacco 
smoke, and the bitter, acrid taste also of 
the plant: it operates upon the habit, nearly 
in the same manner as large doses of alco- 
hol ; both these principles are contained in 
the infusion ; the oil operates ou the nervous 
system, and the nicotina on the irritability 
of the heart. A very striking instance of 
the energetic powers of the oil is detailed 
by M. Barrow, in his “ Travels at the 
Cape.” A hottentot touched the tongue of 
a serpent with a drop of this oil, from the 
tube of his tobacco-pipe. The effect was 
instantaneous as an electric shock: with a 
convulsive motion which was involuntary, 
the snake half uotwisted itself, and never 
stirred more ; the muscles were so contracted 
that the whole animal felt hard and rigid, 
as if dried in the sun.* 

The experiments of Sir B. Bronte throw 
much light upon the manuer in which the 
infusion operates :— 


“ Exp. 1, Four ounces of infusion of to- 
bacco were injected into the rectum of a 
dog ; four minutes afterwards he retched, 
but did not vomit; he then became faint, 
and lay motionless on one side. At the end 
of nine minutes from the time of the injec- 
tion the heart could not be felt; he then 
gasped for breath, at long intervals; and in 
another minute there was no appearance 
whatever of life. I immediately laid open 
the cavities of the thorax and abdomen ; the 
heart was much distended, and had entirely 
ceased to contract ; there was no peristaltic 
motion of the intestines. 


“ Exp, 2. Three ounces of infusion of 
tobacco were injected into the rectum of a 
dog. Immediately there took place tremu- 
lous contractions of the voluntary muscles. 
Five minutes afterwards, the injection was 
repeated in the same quantity ; the dog then 
was sick, and threw up some of the infu- 
sion, with other matter, from the stomach ; 
he then became faint, and died ten minutes 
after the second injection. Immediately 
after respiration had ceased I opened the 
thorax, and found the heart extremely dis- 
tended, and without any evident contrac- 
tion, except of the appendix of the right 
auricle, which every now and then contract- 
ed in a slight degree. I divided the peri- 
cardium on the right side: in consequence 
of the extreme distension of the heart, this 
could not be done without irritating the 
fibres with the point of the scalpel. Imme- 
diately both auricles and ventricles began 
to contract with considerable force, so as to 


* Travels in Africa, p. 208. 
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restore the circulation, Artificial respira- 
tion was produced, and the circulation was 
kept up for more than half an hour, beyond 
which time the experiment was not con- 
tinued. 

“We may conclude from these experi- 
meats, that the effect of the infusiun of to- 
bacco, when 4g into the intestines of 
a living animal, is to destroy the action of 
the heart, stopping the circulation, and pro- 
ducing syncope It appears to me, that the 
action of the heart ceases even before the 
avimal had ceased to respire; and this was 
confirmed by another experiment, in which 
in a dog killed by the infusion of tobacco, 
I found the cavities of the left side of the 
heart to contain scarlet blood, while in 
those of the right side the blood was dark 
coloured. This poison, therefore, differs 
materially from alcohol, the essential oil 
of almonds, and the juice of aconite, 
which have no direct influefice on the 
action of the heart. The infusion of tobacco 
renders the heart insensible to the stimulus 
of the blood; but it does not altogether 
destroy the power of muscular contraction, 
since the heart resumed its action, in one 
instance, on the division of the pericardium ; 
and I have found that the voluntary muscles 
of an animal, killed by this poison, are as 
readily stimulated to contract by the in- 
fluence of the voltaic battery, as if it had 
been killed in any other manner, At the 
same time, however, that the infusion of 
tobacco destroys the action of the heart, it 
appears to destroy, also, the functions of 
the brain, since these did not return in the 
last experiment, although the circulation 
was restored and kept up by artificial respi- 
ration. 

“ Since there is no direct communication 
between the intestinal canal and the heart, 
I was at first induced to suppose that the 
latter becomes affected in consequence of 
the infusion being conveyed into the blood 
by absorption. Some circumstances, in the 
following experiment, have since led me to 
doubt w r this is the case:— 


« Exp. 12. In a dog, whose head was re- 
moved, I kept up the circulation by means 
of artificial respiration, in the manner al 
described in the account of some experi- 
ments which I lately communicated to this 
Society. I then injected into the stomach 
and intestines nine ounces of infusion of 
tobacco. At the time of the injection, the 
body of the animal Jay perfectly quiet and 
motionless on the table; the heart acted re- 
gularly, one hundred times in a minute; 
ten minutes afterwards the pulse rose to one 
hundred and forty in a minute ; the peristal- 
tic motion of the intestines was much in- 
creased, and the voluntary muscles in every 
part of the body were thrown into fa map 
and violent spasmodic action ; the joints of 
the extremities were alternately bent and 
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extended; the muscles of the spine, abdo- 
men, and tail, alternately relaxed and con- 
tracted, so as to throw the whole animal 
from one side to the other. I have observed 
in other instances spasmodic actions of the 
muscles, where the circulation was kept up 
by artificial respiration, after the removal of 
the head, but not at all to be compared either 
in strength or frequency with those which 
took place on this occasion. I made pres- 
sure on the abdominal aorta for more than 
a minute, so as to obstruct the circulation 
of the blood ia the lower extremities, but 
the muscular contractions were not lessened 
in consequence. Half an hour after the 
injection of the infusion, the artificial respi- 
ration was discontinued. The heart con- 
tinued to act, circulating dark-coloured 
blood; the muscular contractions continued, 
but omg. | diminished in strength and 
frequency. I tied a ligature round the ves- 
sels at the base of the heart, so as to stop 
the circulation, nevertheless the muscular 
contractions still continued, though Jess fre- 
quent and forcible than before, and some 
minutes elapsed before they entirely ceased. 
In this experiment, the disposition to con- 
traction in the muscles was very much in- 
creased instead of being diminished, as in 
those just related. If the infusion of to- 


bacco influences the heart from being ab- 
sorbed into the blood, and thus coming into 
actual contact with its fibres, there is no 
evident reason why the removal of the brain, 
and the employment of artifical respiration, 


should occasion so material a difference in 
its effects, If the contractions of the volun- 
tary muscles had depended on the infusion 
circulating within the blood, it is reasun- 
able to suppose that the pressure on the 
aorta would have occasioned some diminu- 
tion of them, and tkat the complete obstruc- 
tion of the circulation would have caused 
them to cease altogether. 

From these considerations I am induc- 
ed, on the whole, to believe that the infu- 
sion of tobacco, when injected into the in- 
testines, influences the heart through the 
medium of the nervous system ; but I have 
not been able to devise any experiment by 
which the trath or fallacy of this opinion 
might be put beyond reach of doubt. 

* It appears remarkable that the brain 
and nervous system, although not necessary 
to the action of the heart, should, when 
under the inf@uence of the infusion of to- 
bacco, be capable of influencing this organ 
so as to stop its action} but this is analo- 
gous to what we see occur in consequence 
of violent emotions of the mind. Those 
states of the nervous system which accom- 
pany the passions of joy, fear, or anger, when 
existing in a moderate degree, render the 
heart more sensible to the stimulus of the 
blood, and increase the frequency of its con- 
tractions, while, when the same passions 
exist in a greater degree, the heart is ren- 


dered altogether insensible to the stimulus 
of the blood, and syncope ensues.” 

In the administration of nicotina to a 
guinea-pig, you have seen that little effect 
is produced for a few minutes; the animal 
then becomes, as it were, torpid for a mi- 
nute more, after which tremors of all the 
limbs take place, and the animal rolls over 
and over for some time. It then recovers 
itself for a few seconds, when violent tetanic 
convulsions follow, accompanied with the 
most acute sensibility of the surface, so 
that the smallest touch upon any part of the 
body renews the convulsive movements ; 
and, although the hind legs are paralysed, 
yet the animal starts up upon its feet, but 
instantly falls again, owing to the state of 
the hind legs. This state, in the animal on 
whom we have experimented, continued for 
nearly an hour, after which it regained the 
use of its limbs; the morbid sensibility of 
the skin subsided ; and in two hours it was 
as well as ever. 

From these phenomena it is evident that 
nicotina is taken into the circulation, and 
operates on the cerebellum and spinal cord. 
The sensibility of the skin always attends 
powerful excitement of that portion of the 
nervous system, which is, in fact, the cause 
of it in hydrophobic. 


In the treatment of cases of poisoving by 
tobacco, the rapidity of the action of the 
poison leaves no time for the application of 
the stomach-pump or emetics ; it is, there- 
fore, of the first importance tov neutralise 
the poison as rapidly as possible, and this, 
so far as concerns the nicotina, is readily 
effected by the infusion of galls, or of any 
vegetable astringent. The tannic acid com- 
bines with the nicotina, and forms au inso- 
luble salt. This is easily demonstrated by 
pouring soine infusion of galls into a solu- 
tion of nicotine in water, or into an infusion 
of tobacco ; the result you observe is very 
striking (the lecturer performed these expe- 
riments), The next object is to rouse, as 
rapidly as possible, the nervous energy, by 
the administration of such stimulants as 
will operate quickly, namely, ammonia, 
and such like. If, as I imagine, the de- 
ductions drawn from the experiments of Sic 
Bens. Bropte, by that distinguished phy- 
siologist, be correct, those excitants are 
most valuable which operate directly on the 
nervous, independent of the vascular system, 
as we are informed that the functions of the 
brain did not return in the second experi- 
ment which I have quoted, although the 
circulation was restored and maintained by 
artificial respiration. The administration of 
brandy, however, may aid the return of the 
circulation, whilst, at the same time, the 
powers of the brain and nerves are roused 
by ammonia, 

CONIUM MACULATUM. 
As many accidents, some of which have 


823 
ira 
was 
ond 
on- 
eri- 

to- 
s of 
1 of 
ro- 

the 

the 
was 
C0, 

the 

in 
ark 

oil 
ite, 
the 
cco | 
lus 
her 
jon, 
one 
; 
les 
as 

in- 
had 
the 

it 
of 
the 
jon 
spi- 
jon 
art, 
the 
of 
vod 
the 
to 

re- } 
ans 
his 
ach 

of 
the 
nd 
re- 
te; 
in- 
ery 
ted 
of | 
ind 


terminated fatally, have occurred from this 
plant being mistaken, by ignorant people, 
for eatable plants, it is of importance to be 
acquainted with its botanical characters. 
Conium maculatum is a biennial, indige- 
nous plant, not uncor.mon in the neighbour- 
hood of London, and all over the country, 
growing under hedges, and flowering in 
June and July, The root is fusiform, white, 
and hairy, marked with circular stria, and 
exuding a milky juice when it is cut in the 
first year, which cannot be obtained in the 
second, The stem is herbaceous, and some- 
time rises five or six feet in height, very 
branching, striated, and presenting patches, 
or maculw, of a brownish purple colour, 
and hollow. The macula are important 
characters, as I believe there is only one 
other indigenous umbelliferous plant which 
is maculated, namely, the Cherrophyllum 
bulbosam, but this is readily distinguished 
by the root, the swelled joints, and the 
rough fruit. The leaves of conium are alter- 
nate, on sheathing petioles, the lower ones 
very large, and all supra-decompound, 
smooth, of a deep, shining, green colour 
on the upper surface, and a pale green on 
the under: the umbels are general and par- 
tial, the former consisting of from ten to 
twelve rays, with an involucre of four to 
eight short, turned down, lancet-shaped 
leaflets, with white edges spread at the 
base: the involucre of the partial umbel is 
a single, trifid leaflet, The flowers are 


white, small, composed of five petals, the 


outer larger than the inner, cordate and in- 
flected ; the stamens the length of the petals, 
with white, orbicular anthers ; the styles 
two, diverging, with round stigmas. The 
fruit ovate, smooth, striated, and brownish 
when ripe. The whole plant, when it is 
rubbed between the fingers,exhales an odour 
resembling the urine of the cat. 

All the parts of the plant are said to be 
poisonous ; but, in Curris’s “ Flora Londi- 
nensis,” we are informed that a Mr. AL- 
CERNE ate the roots, both raw and boiled. 
But this is easily understood if the plant 
was in the second year of its growth, as the 
whole of the juice of the root is taken up 
for the nutriment and perfection of the plant, 
and tue ripening of the seed, in the second 
year. 

It is a curious fact, for the investigatiou 
of which we are indebted to Dr. Curisti- 
son, that amongst the numerous instances, 
both ancient and modern, which are on 
record, of the poisonous properties of hem- 
lock, there is much uncertainty whether 
Conium maculatum be really the plant re- 
ferred to, Dr, Curistison has, in my opi- 
nion, decided the fact that the cicuta of the 
Romans, and the koneion of the Greeks, 
the Athenian state-poison, the poison by 
which Socrates and Puocion died, is not 
the pint now before us, but was more pro- 
bably the modern cicuta rirosa, or some 
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other umbelliferous plant, more resembling 
it than the conium maculatum. Our plant, 
it is true, grows abundantly in different 
parts of Greece, but, as Dr. Curistison 
justly remarks, this is no proof of the iden- 
tity of the ancient koneion and our conium 
maculatum. The evidence thus brought for- 
ward is supported by that of the effects of 
the Athenian state-poison, in the account 
given by Piato of the last hours of So- 
crates. After describing the manner in 
which the philosopher drained the cup,— 
“ At length,” continues the narrative, 
when he felt his limbs grow heavy, he lay 
down on his back, for so the man had told 
him to do. And at the same time the persou 
who had administered the poison went up 
to him, and examined for a little while his 
feet and legs, and then, squeezing his feet 
strongly, asked whether he felt him do so? 
Socrates replied that he did not. After 
this the man did the same to his legs, and 
proceeding upwards in this way showed us 
that he was cold and stiff. And he ap- 
proached him and said to us, that when the 
effects of the poison should reach the heart 
Socrates would depart. And now the 
parts about the lower belly were cold, when 
he uncovered himself (for he was covered 
up) and said, which were his last words :— 
“ Criro, we owe Aiscutarivs a cock, pay 
the debt, and do not forget it.” “It shall 
be done,” replied Crrto, “ but consider 
whether you have anything else to say.” 
Socrates answered not, but in a short time 
was convulsed. The man then uncovered 
him. His eyes were fixed; and when 
Creo observed this he closed his eyelids 
and his mouth, 

“ If this narrative,” adds Dr, Cnrtstison, 
“be altered to a modern toxicologicai des- 
cription, it is plain that the Athenian state- 
poison must be regarded as producing 
spasm and coldness of the limbs, gradually 
advancing to the internal parts, causing 
death eventually by acting either on the 
heart or the respiration, and without effect- 


|ing the functior of the mind even to the 


very last. 

“ Such a view of its action is altogether 
at variance with the effects usually ascrib- 
ed in recent times to the spotted hemlock.” 
—* It seems, also, not less at variance with 
the ideas entertained by the Greeks of the 
poisonous operation of their keneion.” “ It 
seems to me, also,” adds Dr. Curistison, 
“ incompatible with the ascertained effects 
of every poison whatsoever, which is known 
in modern times ; for I think it will puzzle 
the most learned toxicologist to point out 
any poison which has the property of occa- 
sioning coldness and stiffuess of the limbs, 
proceeding gradually upwards, and proving 
fatal without causing either pain or sopor.” 
I need scarcely say that any one who seri- 
ously investigates the subject must accord 
with this opinion ; for my own part I agree 
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POISONING WITH CONIUM. 


with my learned friend, that Prato's des- 
cription “is not a detail of facts, but an 
embellished narrative written for affect.” 


The active principle of conium was de- 
tected in 1831, by Professor Geicer, of 
Heidelberg, and fuund to be one of those 
fluid alkaloids, volatile and oleaginous in 
their physical form, which modern chemis- 
try has made known ; the common aroma of 
conium depending on a volatile oil which is 

i This alkaloid has been 
“ It has the appearance of a 
colourless volatile oil; is lighter than 
water; of a very powerful, diffusible, repul- 
sive odour, somewhat like that of hemlock, 
and intensely acrid to the taste.” It dis- 
plays an alkaline reaction ; is readily solu- 
ble in weak acids, which it neutralizes ; 
but its salts are not erystallised. It imparts 
colour and taste to water, but scarcely dis- 
solves in it. Itis slowly decomposed when 
it is exposed to the air, and resolved into 
resin, with the disengagement of ammonia. 
According to Ligric, it is a compound of 
66.91 parts of carbon, 4 12.0 of hydrogen, 
+ 8.28 of oxygen, + 12.8 of nitrogen. 

The leaves yield it immediately before, or 
during the flowering of the plant; but it is 
ultimately deposited in the seeds, from 
which it can be obtained, whilst they are 
yet green. Dr. Cunistison procured 
trom forty pounds of the seeds. It is a 
curious fact, that the dried leaves of the 
plants and some extracts do not yield it. 
Dr. Curistison thinks that time impairs the 
extract rapidly, but he has given a mode of 
testing whether it is present, namely, rub- 
bing the extract with potassa, when, if the 
conia be present, its odour is rapidly 
evolved. 

If conia be the active principle of coniam 
maculatum, it is well calculated to account 
for the activity of this plant: if it be the 
result of the process for obtaining it, chemi- 
cal art is capable of producing one of the 
most energetic of known poisons. It acts 
through every tissue of the body where ab- 
sorption is carried on, in the stomach, 
applied to the eye, introduced into the cel- 
lular tissue, or placed in contact with the 
peritoneum, or injected into the veins, or 
inhaled into the langs. It seems to operate 
in the ratio of the absorbent power of the 
surface to which it is applied. 

Conia operates as a local irritant, and to 
whatever tissue it is applied pain is pro- 
duced ; almost immediately aft S$ pa- 
ralysis of the voluntary muscles takes 
place ; then of the respiratory muscles ; and, 
lastly, of the diaphragm, which terminates 
in death by asphyxia. Convulsions, occa- 
sionally, but not always, take place. When 
the poison operates indirectly, the muscular 
contractility remains unimpaired ; no change 
is produced on the blood, which, if with- 
drawn from the vessels, coagulates firmiy 


after death. The heart itself is unaffected, 
for it contracts and pulsates strongly after 
death. The senses and volition remain un- 
til the breathing is nearly arrested. 

Conia, according to Dr. Curistison, ope- 
rates in a manner the opposite to that of 
strychnia, which irritates the spinal, whereas 
“ conia exhausts its nervous energy, produc- 
ing general muscular paralysis, and as- 
phyxia, from relaxation. 

Five drops of conia, poured into the 
throat of a small dog, killed it in sixty se- 
conds. Two grains injected into the femoral 
vein of # young dog, killed it, without the 
least warning struggle, in three seconds. 
A drop put into the eye of a rabbit, de- 
stroyed it in nine minutes ; and three drops, 
introduced into the eye of a rat, killed it in 
a minute and a half. 

When the poison acts slowly, the heart, 
after death, is found gorged, and contracting 
feebly or imperfectly ; but when the action 
is swift, and asphyxia prompt and complete, 
the heart acts spontaneously with great 
force, even in the higher order of animals. 
In a rabbit, Dr. Curistison has observed it 
acting spontaneously for thirty minates, 
and it is excitable for sixty minutes, 

Dr. Curistison believes that absorption is 
connected with the action of conia, as its 
activity is in the ratio of the absorbing 
powers of the tissue to which it is applied. 
Tt has not been detected in the blood, but it 
acts with greatest rapidity when it is in- 
jected into a blood vessel, which supports 
the opinion that it enters the blood before it 
operates. Dr. Curistison seems to think 
that conia produces, on entering the blood 
vessels, a peculiar nervous impression, 
whieh is conveyed by sympathy along the 
nerves to the organ remotely and ultimately 
affected. 


The symptoms of poisoning by conium, 
either in the plant, or in the form of extract, 
as usually detailed by authors, do not alto- 
gether accord with those of conia observed 
by Dr. Curistison. They are said to be 
drowsiness appearing about an hour after 
the poison has been eaten; headach, ver- 
tigo, insensibility to external stimulants ; 
the pulse falls to thirty in a minute, the 
countenance becomes bloated, and the ex- 
tremities cold ; and these symptoms increase 
until death ensues. In some instances con- 
vulsions and paralysis have supervened ; 
and in a case related by Marratotus, 
where a vine-dresser and his wife had eaten 
hemlock-roots for parsnips, they became se 
delirious, that they ran about the house 
frantically knocking themselves against 
everything in their way. Krircner relates 
that two monks, from the same cause, be- 
came raving mad, plunged into a pond, 
taking themselves fur geese, and suffered 
long after from incemplete palsy and mus- 
cular pain. Dr, Curistison, however, made 
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some experiments with 
from the fresh leaves and the ripening seed, 
by absolute alcohol. The effects were pa- 
oa sis of the voluntary muscles, with occa- 
sional slight convalsions, then paralysis of 
the respi muscles of the chest and the 
finally, cessation of the action 
of the diaphragm. Thence he concludes, 
that the action of conia, and that of conium 
macula'um is identical ; consequently, that 
conia is either the active principle of the 
plaat, or is contained in it in a modified 


The post-mortem examination of the body, 
in cases of poisoning by conium macu- 
mage: considerable congestion in 

the brain e blood is stated to bein a 
state of extreme fluidity, a fact at variance 
with the action of conia on the vital fluid. 
In a case mentioned in Orrita’s work, com- 
ge a French surgeon, the blood 
which flo from the congested vessels 
of the brain, twice filled an ordinary-sized 
chamber-pot, and was perfectly fluid. 


In cases of poisoning by hemlock, the 
first object is to empty the stomach, by 
means of the pump, or emetics, and, after- 
wards, to treat the case as one of parcotic 

» Kt is of great importance to 

eep the body constantly in motion, and to 

ro 4 cold water upon head and chest. 

After the stomach has been evacuated, ve- 

getable acids may be freely administered, in 

order to restore the tone of the stomach, but 

until the whole of the poison is evacuated 
the acids can be of no value. 
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Genttemen: — Al occasionally 
large doses of prussic acid have been taken, 
yet a very small dose, amounting to not 
more than two drops in twelve drachms of 


form. | water, should be eommenced with by the 


cautious practitioner. As the Pharmaco- 
poeia now directs that the medicinal acid 
should contaiu two per cent., we have less 
chance of meeting with those extraordinary 
variations in its strength, which rendered an 
apparently large dose harmless. Thus, an 
ounce of one sample was taken by a French 
medical man, and afterwards a drachm of a 
still Vaveventn's acid con- 
tains 3.3 per cent.; Scuraper’s 1 per cent.; 
Irrner’s 10 per cent.; and Rosiaver's 50 
per cent. 

Cou.ton, whose inaugural Dissertation 
in 1808 was devoted tu a consideration of 
the prussic acid, had tried a very extensive 
series of e t@on animals, and like- 
wise upon himself. Inthe year 1819 his 
further observations were given to the pub- 
lie, and we learn that he has taken from 
twenty to eighty drops of the diluted acid, 
when symptoms supervened which were 
very distressing, and lasted about six hours, 
Amongst these salivation occurred. This 
has been observed, both by Dr. Macteop 
and Dr. Granvitie, as having taken place 
in cases which were under their respective 
treatment. It is not easy to ascertain what 
is the smallest fatal dose of hydrocyanic 
acid, though, as Dr, Cunristison observes, 
the cases of seven unfortunate persons who 
died in one of the hospitals in Paris, in con- 
sequence of their having taken by mistake 
too large doses of medicinal prussic acid, 
may enable us to form some idea, for as 
some of them did not die until forty-five 
minutes after they had taken it, it is not 

ble that adose materially less would 
ave a fatal effect on man. Each of them 
took twenty grains of the medicinal acid in 
the form of syrup, which ought only to have 
contained two-thirds of a graiu of pure 


acid. 

Dr. Graxvitte has enumerated the dis- 
eases in which this remedy has proved suc- 
cessful; “ its effects,” he observes, “ in 
almost every kind of cough, particularly of 
aspasmodic nature, are highly satisfactory. 
In hectic fever it affords ease, lowers the 
pulse, diminishes the number of paroxysms, 
works a favourable change in the action of 
the longs and their circulation, whilst the 
morbid heat of the skin and the circular 
flushes of the cheeks gradually disappear. 
The night sweats are often suspended.” 
that in confirmed consumption 
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poetical the acid, even at the approach of 
rements death, is the most advantageous palliative 
that can be employed. Recamer gave a 
pyment trial of this icine in the Hétel Dieu, in 
Mur- 1826. It was administered inabout a dozen 
h. cases. He commenced with doses of two, 
three, or four drops in pectoral ptisans, in 
onally the course of twenty-four hours. He never 
taken, during that period exceeded six drops. 
to not The cases were principally those of advanc- 
bins of ed phthisis, and likewise of chronic catarth. 
by the In one half of these instances relief was ob- 
FMALO- tained ; the cough was very evidently allevi- 
1 acid ated, as well as the difficulties attendant 
@ less upon breathing and expectorating ; the na- 
dinary ture of the ex tion, however, was not 
red an at all changed. The nights werevery much 
US, an better under its influence, and it likewise 
French procured sleep. In the case of a youn 
mm of a man labouring under phthisis, the Yoogh 
I con- and fever were for a time completely sub- 
cent. ; dued, but they returned, and death eusued. 
Ts 50 In all these cases other anodynes had com- 
. pletely failed to produce any effect, there- 
rtation fore there could be no better instances of 
ion of success. On three of the patients the re- 
ensive medy did not actatall. In the majority of 
I like- cases a sense of heat and constriction in the 
19 his throat and stomach, and occasionally colicky 
e pub- pains, supervened. In one case of phthisis 
| from avery severe diarrhoea came on, and as it 
acid, was attributed to the acid, it was, of course, 
were immediately discontinued. 
hours. Monsieur Recamter is of opinion, that it 
This exercises a very considerable influence upon 
EOD the respiratory apparatus, upon which it 
acts as a sedative; at the same time he 
ective thinks, as others have done, that the prussic 
| what acid, more especially when it is administer- 
cyanic ed in large doses, has very often the effect 
erves, of irritating the mucous membrane lining 
8 who the digestive canal, and, therefore, if the 
n con- slightest tendency to chronic inflammation, 
istake or to an unusaal state, exist, that it would 
acid, be likely to prove prejudicial. Dr. Gran- 
for as vitte has found that the prussic acid acts 
ty-five gently on the bowels when first administer- 
is not ed, and when after some days they seem to 
would fall into a torpid state, the mildest medi- 
them cines, and those in smaller quantities than 
cid in usual, suffice to produce the desired effect, 
»have |) when combined with the acid. Dr. Tuom- 
pure son has given his opinion that the prussic 
, acid is a most powerful and direct sedative, 
e dis- and that it cannot fail of proving, in the 
d suc. hands of judicidus and scientific practition- 
ers, a remedy of the greatest value. He 
ly of |) confirms the testimony of Dr. Graxvitte, of 
etory. its efficacy in spasmodic diseases; he also 
rs the had opportunities of trying its value in 
rysins, affections of the stomach, and claims the 
ion of priority of introducing it as applicable to 
ist the such a class of complaints. To Dr. Extiot- 
reular sox, however, we certainly owe the first 
ppear. distinct volume on the subject, though Dr. 
ded. Tuomson’s cases, in Dr, GRANVILLE’s work, 
aption show that the subject had attracted his at- 
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tention. Dr. E.ttotson was led to give the 
acid in cases of ia, during his trial 


with it in pectoral complaints; and cer- 
tainly in the cases he has enumerated of 
functional disorders, he was very success- 
ful. He commenced with a siitgle minim 
and he observes,—& almost any adult will 
bear one or two minims ; few, more than five ; 
three are generally borne and required, and 
very frequently four. One woman took 
seventeen minims, three times a day, with- 
out inconvenience or benefit; eighteen 
minims brought on giddiness and vomit- 


ing. 

“Phe hydrocyanic or prussic acid may be 
given in vegetable infusion, incamphor mix- 
ture, in almond mixture, or in distilled 
water; aud syrup may be added if neces- 
sary. With tonics it may be combined. 
Dr. Graxvitte thinks that in pulmonary 
consumption a strong decoction of the 
lichen islaudicus will prove a useful addi- 


tion. It is necessary, of course, at all times 
to be watchful of a remedy essing the 
extraordinary power that does ; and I 


have already pointed out to you such anti- 
dotes as may effectually relieve your patient 
when suffering under aay of those distress- 
ing symptoms which have occasionally been 
found to arise. The testimonies in its 
favour are quite sufficient to allow you iu 
cases in which narcotics have failed to pro- 
duce their beneficial influence, as in the last 
Stages of phthisis, to expect benefit from 
this, and also in those very severe cases of 
dyspepsia, attended with pain and tender- 
ness in the epigastric region, where flatu- 
lence, vertigo, loss of appetite, nausea, 
vomiting, cough, and dyspnoea occur. 

In Italy it has been employed in the cure 
of cancerous diseases, and likewise in dif- 
ferent states of uterine affection, where too 
much irritation has been present; and in 
some diseases of the heart, upen which pal- 
pitation has been dependant, it has been 
also tried, but without any marked success. 
In some of those distressing states of the 
skin, where disordered sensation is almost 
intolerable, where itching occurs, it may be 
employed externally with very considerable 
utility. A lotion, containing two drachms 
of the acid to eight ounces of water, with a 
small rtion of acetate of lead and of 
alcohol, is most useful. In prurigo, in 
inveterate psoriasis, and different cutaneous 
affections marked by heat, by tingling, by 
itching, it affords great comfort to the pa- 
tient. 

The hydrocyanate of potash has been ad- 
ministered in France in the same doses as 
the medicinal prussic acid, but does not ap- 
pear to have gained ground. The cyanuret 
of zinc has also been employed in Germany, 
as a substitute for the acid, and has been 
recommended there as possessing very con- 
siderable vermifuge power. Neither in 
France nor in this country has any experi- 


ence been obtained of its efficacy, nor is the 
precise mode of preparing the cyanuret of 
zinc, as is tised in Germany, at present 
known, Monsieur has engaged 


himself on this subject, and different papers 
from which, however, as yet 
information for practice has been 


have ap 
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veral species of the family, strychnos, 
yield an alkali possessing very extraordi- 
nary power; and, although it has not been 
medicinally employed as a narcotic, still, 
from the effects it produces, when taken in 
sufficient quantities, I shall here point out to 
you some of the more important circum- 
stances connected with it. 

We are indebted to Messrs. Pecrerier 
and Caventou for placing in our hands a 
new object of inquiry. fn the year 1818 
they obtained it from the strychnos nux 
vomica; since that period various other 
species have been examined, and have been 
found to yield a principle endowed with 
very singular powers. Amongst these the 
strychnos columbrina, the strychnos tieuté, 
which is one of the kinds of upas, the 
strychnos sancti Ignatii, or St. Icyatius’ 
bean, are to be placed. The strychnos 
pseudo quina has the reputation in the Bra- 
zils of curing intermittent fevers with the 
same certainty as cinchona. It possesses 
some of the dangerous properties which 
mark the rest of the family, bat from the 
analysis of Vavavetin we have every rea- 
sou to believe that it contains no strychnine. 
This alkali seems in these plants to be com- 
bined with an acid, to which the name 
igazuric was given, but which is now com- 
monly called strychnic acid, 

The London College of Physicians has di- 
rected the strychnia to be obtained from the 
vomic nut, of which two pounds bruised are 
to be used with three gallons of rectified 
spirit ; diluted sulphuric acid, magnesia, so- 
lution of ammonia, as much as may be suf- 
ficient. Boil the bruised nux vomica with 
a gallon of the spirit for an hour, in a retort 
to which a receiver is fitted; pour off the 
liquor, and again, a third time, boil what 
remains with another gallon of spirit, and 
the spirit recently distilled, and pour off the 
liquor, Press nux vomica, and let the 
spirit distil from the mixed and strained li- 
quors ; evaporate what remains to the pro- 
per consistence of an extract. Dissolve 
this in cold water, and strain; evaporate 
the liquor with a gentle heat, until it has the 
consistence of a syrup. To this, whilst yet 
warm, add the magnesia to saturation, 
shaking them together, Set it aside for two 
days, then pour off the supernatant liquor. 
Press what remains, wrapped in cloth; 
boil it in sot then strain, and let the spirit 
distil, Add to the residue a very little di- 
luted sulphuric acid, mixed with water, 
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and macerate with a gentle heat. Set it 
aside for twenty-four rs, that crystals 
may form; press and dissolvethem. After. 
wards, to these, dissolved in water,add am- 
monia, frequently shaking them, that the 
strychnia may be thrown down ; lastly, dis. 
solve this in boiliug spirit, and set it aside 
to cool. 

The various stages of this process will be 
easily understood by you whea you know 
that analysis has proved the nux vomica ty 
consist of two vegetable alkalies, strychnia 
and brucia, which are combined with 
strychnic acid; and form strychnate of 
strychnia, and strychnate of brucia, or, as 
they have been called from the other name 
given by the lovers of hard names, the iga- 
zurate of strychnia and of brucix ; besides 
which, gum, starch, wax, oil, colouring 
matter, bassorine, and lignin, are component 
parts. An alcobolic solution is first made, the 
spirit then undergoes distillation, and that 
which remains is evaporated, and then dis. 
solved in cold water, and to this solution, 
again evaporated, the magnesia is added for 
the purpose of combining with the strychnic 
acid ; the strychaia remains mixed with it, 
but upon adding the mixture to the alcohol 
that salt is dissolved. The alcohol is then re- 
moved by distillation; dilute sulphuric acid 
is added to the residue ; sulphate of strych- 
nia is obtained, and is allowed to crystal- 
lize ; the crystals are dissolved, and, ammo- 
pia being added, it unites with the sulphuric 
acid, setting the strychnia at liberty ; it pre- 
cipitates ; it is then dissolved in boiling 
spirit, and set aside to cool and crystallise. 
By such varions manipulations and chemical 
changes the brucine and the vegetable prin- 
ciples are separated from the alkali. The 
properties which mark this alkali are its 
intense bitterness to the taste ; according to 
the “ Annales de Chemie” it is perceptible 
if a grain of it be dissolved in 80 pounds of 
water; it requires about 6,600 times its 
weight of cold, and 2,500 times its weight 
of boiling water, for its solation ; it is in- 
soluble in absolute alcohol, or ether; in di- 
luted alcohol, or in boiling alcohol, it is 
easily soluble; it has neither colour nor 
odour; it does not suffer any change by 
exposure to the atmospheric air ; its crystals 
are elongated octahedra ; it neutralizes the 
acids and forms salts with them. 


The strychnos nux vomica, or poison nut, 
from which it is principally obtained, is 
middle-sized tree, a native of the East In- 
dies, very common on the coast of Coro- 
mandel ; it is described and delineated in the 
“ Hortus Malabaricus,” under the name of | 
Caniram. Lixyxus gave the name strychnos 
to this family, on account of the similarity 
of its effects to a plant which js spoken of 
by Dioscoripers and and which seems 
to have been one of the nightshade tribe. 
The description given to} us of this tree is, 
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AND THE UPAS TREE OF JAVA. 


that it has a short crooked thick trunk, which 
is covered with a smooth ash-coioured bark, 
the leaves are opposite, short, smooth on 
both sides, differing in size from one inch 
and a half in length, and from three to four 
in breadth. ‘The flowers are small, greenish- 
white, and collected into small terminal 
cymes ; the calyx is five cleft; the corolla 
of a pale-green colour, ous; it is 
of the Linnean class and order, peutandria 
monogynia; places it amongst the 
lurida ; Jussreu and Drcanbo.te amongst 
the apocypew ; the flowers are said to emit 
a very disagreeable smell; its fruit is a 
berry, about the size of a pretty large apple, 
globular, covered with a smooth hard rind ; 
it is of a rich orange colour when ripe, and 
filled with a soft jelly-like pulp, which con- 
tains the seeds, which are round and flat, 
about an inch in diameter, and a quarter of 
an inch thick, with a prominence in the 
middle, of a grey colour externally, and 
covered with a woolly matter, but internally 
hard and tough like horn. From Steruenson’s 
“Medieal Botany” you will learn this and 
other particulars relating to the botanical 
character, and you will likewise find there a 
very good and useful figure of the strychnus 
nux vomica, 

The nut which is used is the seed of the 
fruit, or of the berry; they are generally 
about five in namber, and are imbedded in 
the pulp. Thisseed is of extreme hardness, 
and is pulverized with the greatest difficulty ; 
indeed, it cam only be acted on by the file ; 
it chiefly consists of a gummy matter which 
is moderately bitter; the resinous part, 
which is very inconsiderable, is intensely 
bitter. The pulp of the berry, notwithstand- 
ing the poisonous properties of these seeds, 
is perfectly innocent, and is greedily devour- 
ed by many kinds of birds. The strychnos 
colubrina, or snake poison-nut, appears to 
differ little from the tree I have just de- 
scribed, and some of the Indian botanists 
have contended that they are identical. The 
strychnos potatorum, or clearing nut, appears 
perfectly harmless; indeed, it obtains its 
English name from its being used to purify 
water; the natives of Coromandel have 
taught our Indian army its use. They rab 
the nuts very hard for a minute or two round 
a vessel containing impure water, in a very 
short time the impurities sink to the bottom 
leaving the fluid perfectly clear and whole- 
some, 

Few of the wonderful phenomena which 
are exhibited in the vegetable kingdom have 
excited greater attention and curiosity than 
those which are ascribed to the poison tree 
of Java, the bohon upas. Certain it is that 
there exists in the island of Java, a valley, 
into which every living being that enters 
immediately dies. The country is depopu- 
lated for twelve or fourteen miles round ; 
the face of the earth is described as barren 
and rocky, intermixed only with the skele- 
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tons of men and of animals. It was Darwin 
who first introduced this subject to the 
public, and who ascribed the terrors that 
invested the valley of death to the upas tree, 
to which he was led by a description pub- 
lished by Foerscu, in Dutch. Whilst teach- 
ing botany, in attractive poetry, he para 

lected every prominent object which could 
be worked up into a striking picture; but 
it must be remembered that whilst he threw 
over his subjects an air of romance he never 
sacrificed the truth ; he seized the usual or- 
naments to embellish his narratives, and, as 
the poet is allowed, he somewhat exaggerated 
the principal points. But that he is fully 
borne out in his belief of the existence of 
this valley of terrors, though it may not be 
the upas to which all the horrors are to be 
ascribed, is proved by a most interesting 
narrative that was read during the last ses- 
sion of the Royal Asiatic Society, and was 
communicated by a gentleman much distin- 
guished in the annals of science in this 
country, Col. Sykes, who thinks that the 
deaths are occasioned rather by a mephitic 
vapour from the soil, similar to that which 
has been known to us since the days of 
Puiyy, in theGrotto del Cane, near Naples, 
than to vegetable emanations. Mr. Loupon, 
in a letter to Dr. Horsrieto, the botanist, 
which was read at the meeting to which T 
allude, states, that he determined to visit 
this fatal valley, which Dr. Horsriecp, when 
resident at Java, had not been able to do, 
for the natives could not be prevailed on to 
conduct him to the opening. 

Early in the morning of the month of 
July, Mr. Loupox, accompanied by the 
commandant of the district, Mr. Strenpen- 
perc, and Mr, Darnpets, left the village 
of Batier for Guwo Upas, the Poisoned 
Valley; they took with them two dogs, and 
some fowls, to try experiments. On arriv- 
ing at the toot of a mountain, they dis- 
mounted and scrambled up the side of a 
hill, fally a quarter of a mile, holding on 
by the extended roots and branches of trees. 
When within a few yards of the valley, 
they experienced a strong, nauseous, sick- 
ening, and suffocating smell, but, on coming 
close to the edge, this smell left them, 
They were then lost in astonishment at the 
awful scene beneath them. The valley ap- 
peared to be about half a mile in circumfer- 
ence, oval; the depth from thirty to thirty- 
five feet; the bottom quite flat; no vegeta- 
tion; a few large (in appearance) river 
stones, and the whole covered with the 
skeletons of human beings, tigers, pigs, 
deer, peacocks, and all sorts of beasts and 
birds. The sides of the valley, from the top 
to the bottom, were covered with vegetation, 
trees, and shrubs, It was now proposed to 
enter the valley, they lighted their cigars, 
and, with the assistance of a bamboo, went 
down within eighteen feet of the bottom ; 
there they did not experience any difficulty 
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he walked to where 
lying ; he then stood quite 
nm seconds fell on his face, 
and never moved his limbs afterwards; he 
continued to breathe for seven minutes. 
They threw in a fowl; it died in a minute 
and a half; another died before touching the 


sulphur, nor any appearance of any valcanic 
eruption ever having occurred, though there 
are two craters, at no great distance, emit- 


Forrscu, whose narrative was, at the 
considered too marvellous for belief, 
was a surgeon in the Dutch East India 
Company ; he heard such accounts of the 
bohun upas, that he ‘was determined to in- 
vestigate the subject thoroughly, and he ob- 
tained from the yoveraor-general a pass to 
travel throngh the country. He set out on 
his expedition ; he did not approach uearer 
than eighteen miles from the centre of the 
valley, but he found nota tree nor a shrub ; 
he derived all his information from an old 
ecclesiastic, who lived on the nearest habita- 
ble spot, and whose duty it was to prepare 
for eternity the souls of those who were 
sentenced, for different crimes, to approach 
the tree, and procure the poison. Malefac- 
tors who were sentenced to die, were the 
only persons who brought back the poison ; 
seven hundred criminals, the ecclesiastic 
declared, he had dismissed, and two out of 
twenty only returned, Mr. Forrscu saw 
some of these men set out on their perilous 
journey; one person only brought bim back, 
at his request, two leaves gathered from the 
tree, which he described as standing by the 
side of a rivulet, of a middling size; and 
five or Bix young trees stood near it; 
ut no ether sign of vegetation, He states 
that in the year 1755, during a rebellion, four 
hundred families settled in the neighbour- 
hood, but were quickly reduced in pumber, 
one obtaining pardon, the cme retarn- 


ed home ; he saw some of persons, 
they tohave suffered, and describ- 
ed the of their comrades as the result 
of poison, 


There is a note at the end of Darwin's 

“ Botanic Garden,” taken from the “ Loen- 
don Magazine,” which in these days ceases 
to be considered marvellous, but which has 
been reeeived with great incredulity. Thir- 
teen females, convicted of imfidelity, were 
thus destroyed ;—an instrument, much like 


the breast; the 


less than two minutes; in about five mi- 
nutes they were seized with tremor, with 


;| Subsultus tendinnm; in sixteen minutes 


they were all dead. That the woorari or 
ourari,t he destructive poison of Guiana, 
is prepared from some unknown species 


:}of this genus, I have no doubt, and my 
learned 


friend, Dr. Hancock, is of the sane 
opinion. A specimen of a plant gathered 
by that indefatigable botanist from the 
mountain Convantine, on the river Parime, 
was exhibited at a meeting of the Medico 
Botanical Society ; it is the one from which 
this fatal poisen is ; though its 
flowers have not been seen by any botanist, 
it appears to be of the strychnine family. 
An arrow dipped in this poison, although 
kept twenty-five years, soaked for the space 
of two minutes, was inserted, by Me. I.irr, 
in the thigh of a rabbit; it became para- 
lysed, and died in a few minutes. Whether 
the upas tree be the sole cause of the fright- 
ful havoc made in the valley of death, it is 
impossible to determine ; but we must not 
deny to Dr. Darwin the merit of great en- 
thusiasm io the pursuit of science, as well 
and cannot refrain from quot- 
ng the beautiful lines so descriptive of what 
had read. 
“Tie. & dead silence, op the blasted heath, 
Pell Upas sits, the hydra-tree of death ; 
le! from one root, the envenom'd soul below, 


A 

In shining rays the scaly n r spreads 

O'er te leagues, far diverging heads; 

yo in fell-poison, as his sharp teeth part, 
A thousand tongues in quick vibration dart, 

Snatch the eagle towering on the heath, 

Or pounce the len as he stalks beneath, 

Or «trew, as marshall’d hosts contend in vain, 

With human skeletons the whiten'd plain.” 


Lescnennavct brought from Java a vege- 
table poison obtained from a climbing plant, 
called the “ upas tieute,” a species of 
strychnos which Orria believes to be con- 
founded with the upas antriar; with this 
several experiments on animals were tried. 
Onrua likewise used, for the same purpose, 
the bean of St. Ignatius and the vomic nut, 
and he found them extremely energetic poi- 
sons ; he regarded them as substances pro- 
ducing excitement of the spinal cord, on 
which they act by producing tetanic spasm, 
immobility of the thorax, and consequently 
asphyxia, which is the immediate cause of 
death. These poisons do not produce any 
inflammation of the texture to which they 
are applied ; but they ure rapidly absorbed, 
and carried inte the circulation, the absorp- 
tien, as Macenpie has shown, appearing to 
be effected through the medium of the veins. 
Their action is exeeedingly rapid when 
they are injected into the jugular vein; less 
so when applied externally, or injected into 
the arteries, at a distance from the great 
centre of circulation: their effects are slower 
when they are applied to mucous surfaces. 
This action of the nux vomica has long been 
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AND POISONING WITH NUX VOMICA. e3l 


upon y 

in their results to those related by Orrita. 
Hartman, Loss, De Bruner, Hiiie- 
reco, have various animals by 
such means, but the action upon different 
brutes seems by no means uniform ; spasms, 
convalsions, and tetanus seem to be the 
usual symptoms produced ; insensibility and 
stupor, of a very different kind from the 
sleep of narcotics, are to be observed. 

In man, death bas often been the con- 
sequence of taking the vomic nut. Francis 
Horrmas speaks of a young girl of ten years 
of age whose death was occasioned by fifteen 
grains of the nut, twice taken; this was 

‘ribed for her as a cure for intermittent 
fever, for which it was at one time strongly 
recommended. Martrnioivs makes mention 
of an old lady, who was by some 
cheese which had been made in the same 
vessel that vomic nut had been bruised. 
Sevrrer and others give us instances of 
narrow escape from death after great suffer- 
ings. A case is related by Mr. Oxtier, in 
the “ London Medical Repository,” 
young woman, who took between two and 
three drachms of the powder in water. 
Dreadful fits were the result ; the two first 
slight, but during the third, the whole body 
was sti and straightened, the legs 
pushed out and forced wide apart, no pulse 
or breathing could be perceived, the face 
and hands were livid, and the muscles of the 
former violently convulsed. A fourth, and 
most violent fit, after an interval of sensibi- 
lity, came on, during whivh the whole body 
was extended to the utmost from head to 
foot: from this she never recovered. She 
seemed to fall into a state of asphyxia, re- 


laxed her grasp, and dropped her hands on | cine 


her knees; her brows, however, remained 
contracted, her lips drawn apart, salivary 
foam issued from her mouth, and the ex- 
pression of her countenance was altogether 
most horrific, In about an hour after she 
had swallowed the poison she was dead, 
In the “Q@lasgow Medical Journal” for 
August 1830, a case, marked by the same 
symptoms, is narrated by Mr. Warr, of that 
city ; the quantity taken had been purchas- 
ed for three 


Notwithstanding its powerful effects, Los- 
sivs states, that he had a friend who took, 
with impunity, a whole nut. The Arabians 
are said to take, daily, one oreven two nuts, 
as a preventive to the poison of snakes, 
and that this practice has been continued 
for upwards of two years, without being 
productive of any bad effect whatever. 

There was a composition in some of the 
old German » Called “ elec- 
tuarium de avo,” which Anpreas Murray 
styles “ineoncinna farrago,” composed of 
yolk of egg, treacle, and nux vomica, which 
some quack doctor had inflaence enough 


a | vomited, 


with Maxtmiiian the First, to have inserted 
as a certain remedy for poison. It was pro- 
claimed as a specific for the plague, mania, 
and b ia, but no one could agree, as 
to the dose, with his feliow practitioner; a 
seruple, or a m, or even an ounce, 
(for Bartista Gemma gave such a dose,) 
was administered. As the patients always 
died, we know very little else of the effects 
uced 


prod. od. 

In the first volume of the Transactions of 
the Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta, 
is a paper, read by Mr. Baker, in October, 
1823. His inquiries were directed to the 
nux vomica, in consequence of an accident 
that happened to a servant who was carry- 
ing an umbrella for an officer ; he suddenly 
felldown in a fit; he appeared stiff and life- 
less, and when raised up stood upon his 
heels, with the toes and feet turned up- 
wards ; the eyes remained opened, but fixed, 
and the jaws were so tirmly closed that it 
was some time before they could be separat- 
ed, in order to pour down some spirits of 
hartshorn and water; he recovered in the 
course of a few minutes, and soon after 
Mr. Baker found the cause of 
the fall to be, his having taken the kuchila, 
nux vomica, that morning, and not having 
eaten any thing before or afterwards, having 
merely drank a little milk. He had been 
taking it regularly for four months; he be- 
gan with the eighth of a nut, and for the 
last month had taken a whole nut, which 
weighs about twenty grains, morning and 
evening. It appears that it is not at all 
uncommon to take this dose as a preventive 
to hydro ; and a native doctor told 
Mr. Baker that he knew twelve persons 
who were bit by dogs in a rabid state, who 

the disease by taking this medi- 
It appears to be extensively and 
fearlessly used, and where the first dose 
has been small, and has been gradually in- 
creased, it would appear that no unfavour- 
able result has been known. The patient 
is always directed to take it immediately 
before or after a meal, for that on an empty 
stomach it is apt to cause giddiness, aud.a 
degree of intoxication. The seed is taken 
either coarsely powdered, iv its natural 
state, or half roasted on a hot iren, changing 
it from side to side, till it swells out, which 
it does, inthe course of one or two minutes. 

The intense bitterness would, it might be 
imagined, be a sufficient reason for its not 
being an easy instrument of murder, and 
that suicides would select some less fearful 
means of ending life; yet instances of both 
are on record. In the “Magazin fur die 
gesammte Heilkunde,” is a narrative of 
the result of a wager, that coculus indi- 
cus infused in beer would cause a man to 
walk on his head, The unfortunate man 
who accepted the wager, had given to him 
beer, in which nax vomica was thrown; he 
went home, aad in fifteen minutes was dead, 
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after violent convulsions, In 1828, the wife 


however, of any prev 
perceptible. 


TRIAL FOR MANSLAUGHTER. 


ORGANIC DISEASE OF THE HEART, APOPLEXY, 
AND SOFTENING OF THE BRAIN, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


one of Professor Thomson's ex- 
cellent Lectures (Lect, xxx., p. 183), which 
are now in the course of publication in THe 


Lancet, there occurs the following passage : 
—“A person in a fit of passion, is pushed 
oa and dies suddenly; on opening the 
body no blood is found effused in the peri- 

um, but there is an unsual enlargement 
a thickening in the muscular substance of 


erroneously, be 
; whereas it is more 
likely to have arisen from the impetus im- 
on the blood by such a state of the 
» during the excitement of anger, being 
greater than the resistance of the vessels of 
the brain can sustain. * * * In such a 
case, the person who caused the fall which 
death, must be held guiltless.” 

In corroboration of this position of the 
learned and highly-talented Professor, as 
also with the view of combatting an opinion 
entertained by the medical gentleman who, 
in conjunction with me, examined the body 
after death, I beg leave to place on record, 
in the pages of this very ably-conducted and 
widely-circulated » the following 

Case.—A bout three months since, a quar- 
rel originated between a party of men in 
this town, in which one of the belligerents, 
unfortunately, met his end. The facts of 
the occurrence, as elicited in evidence on the 
trial, at the county (Antrim) assizes, may 
be very briefly related. They are nearly as 
follows :—A verbal dispute, respecting some 
matters of trivial moment, arose between 
the deceased, whose name was Orr, accom- 
panied with a comrade, on the one side, and 
a party of individuals, which counted five 
im number, oa the other. Blows with the 
fist, as is usual in such cases, speedily fol- 
lowed, aad Orr, ~~ first prostrating one of 
the antagonist party, was himself, in turn, 
prostrated also. Whilst attempting, how- 
ever, to regain his feet, and at about the 
moment when he had so far succeeded as 
to have obtained the semilunar posture, he 
was (for the evidence on this point was 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 


or, what is more probable, he fell over of 
himself, from the vital energies becoming 
paralysed, in consequence of the hwmor. 
rhage which must have been going on, at this 
moment of time, within the head. Evi- 
dence, it is true, went to establish what 
might have been, and was the 
fact, that both during, and su uent to, 
the act of falling over, he received some 
strokes, from more or fewer of his adver. 
saries, with both hands and feet ; still, the 
work of destruction had, most probably, 
commenced before this, and was, jn all like- 
lihood, at this instant of time nearly com- 
pleted, Be this as it may, he died almost 
instantaneously, and a verdict of “ Man. 
slaughter” was returned against three out 
of the four individuals, who were taken in- 


the mitigated one of a few months’ impri- 
sonment, 
Autopsy, forty hours after Death, 

The bedy was but slightly rigid, and 
there were observed two or three small dis- 
coloured spots on the superior part of the 
chest, and another, a rather larger oue, upon 
be| the left temple. The vessels of the scalp 
were unusually distended with flaid blood, 
and there was found an effusion of this vital 
fluid, to the amount of about four ounces, 
at the base of the brain. No fracture ex- 
isted in any of the bones of the head; nor 
did the substance of the brain present any, 
the least, unusual vascalarity. It may be 
here remarked, that the vessel or vessels 
from which the hemorrhage could 
not, on examination, he detected. In the 
chest, on its right side, there existed an ex- 
tensive adhesion of the opposing pleure, of 
an apparently rather old standing, together 
with an effusion, into its cavity, of about 
half a pint of bloody serum. On opening 
the pericardium, the heart, which was ge- 
neraily enlarged, was found to fill, pretty 
accurately, this membraneous capsule, A 
section of this organ displayed a considera- 
ble hypertrophy, or general thickening, in 
the muscular substance of both the ventri- 
cles, but more especially the left one. This 
latter cavity was also slightly dilated. The 
liver generally, but particularly its left lobe, 
was greatly enlarged, but normal, alike io 
colour and consistence, It should have pre- 
viously been mentioned, that the blood in 
the body generally preserved its perfect 
fluidity. 

It is here quite evident, that the fatal re- 
sult was immediately attributable to the 
large extravasation of blood at the base of 
- brain, a species of lesion which has been 

ery appropriately termed, by the philoso- 
phig M. Serres, meningeal apoplery. But 
whence the cause, or concatenation of 
causes, if such there really were, which de- 


but imperfect) either again knocked down, 


termined the meningeal hemorrhage? Ea- 


EEE. 
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that the stomach might 
be examined, that her husband had 
taken, some years before, nux vomica, 
which had Ea symptoms which had 
been mistaken for Leleeiahins no traces, 
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to custody. The penalty, owing to the pre- 
vious rather long confinement in gaol, was 
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eases of a similar nature, which, it may be 
safely presumed, are not uncommon, the 
medical practitioner, whilst accurately ba- 
laneing the exact amount of importance 
which may attach to each particular cause 
respectively, in operating a fatal result, 
will not, as in the present instance, culpa- 
bly overlook this highly interesting rela- 
tionship between organic disease of the 
heart, and apoplexy, and softening of the 
brain ; but, when the former affection is pre- 
sent, will attach to it all the importance to 
which it may be legitimately entitled. 1 


»}am, Sir, your very obedient and much 


could not have been so clearly established, 
by as equally direct and respectable testi- 
mony, it most likely would, per se, have 
placed the prisoners in a rather serious 
position. 

In my evidence on the inquest (as, for 
some reason with which I am not, at pre- 
sent, acquainted, I was not afterwards 
called on, by a superior court, either for its 
confirmation, or if necessary, upon ulterior 
reflection, its modification), I took the liber- 
ty of dissenting, in foto, from this opinion, 
and I did so chiefly from the very cogent 
reason, that it entirely excluded, without the 
least allusion to, an important, if, indeed, 
not the sole, link in the chain of causation. 
I allude to the intimate connection which 
has been discovered to exist between hyper- 
trophy of the left ventricle of the heart and 
apoplexy, whether cerebral or meningeal. 
Indeed, the relationship between these two, 
as cause and effect, has been justly viewed 
by a distinguished modern writer (Dr. Hope), 
as one of the best established doctrines in 
modern pathology. The observations, too, 
of Drs. Macartney, Alison, and Mackintosh, 
with, in fact, all our best pathologists, 
which observations are, it will not be dis- 
puted, well embodied in the above hypothe- 
tical fact of Dr. Thomson’s,—all go to con- 
firm this most important position. Hence, 
in the case just detailed, the leaving wholly 
out of account this, to say the least, very 
influential item in the category of causes, 
which induced the fatal haemorrhage, 
must appear to every candid mind, as a sin- 
gular oversight on the part of my medical 
friend, for which, it must be confessed, I 
cannot at all account; and in thus laying 
this statement of facts, relating to it, be- 
fore the profession, I beg it to be distinctly 
understood, that, as a humble but ardent 
admirer of scientific truth, I am infu- 
enced by no other motive than a sincere 
regard for the cause of justice, so that, in 


obliged servant, 
J. Jounston Keiso, M.D. 


Lisburn, August 18th, 1837, 


CASES ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE 


TREATMENT OF FEVER 
BY 


SALINE MEDICINES. 
By C, R. Bree, Esq., M.R.C.S, 


Ix Tue Lancer of October ist, 1836, T 
inserted three cases illustratlve of the effects 
of the administration of saline medicines in 
morbid conditions of the blood. Since that 
time I have followed a similar line of prac - 
tice in numerous cases, where IT had reason 
to fear an actual or a threatened deteriora- 
tion of the vital fluid. The able experi- 
ments of Dr. Stevens have proved that in 
fevers of a congestive character there is a 
deficiency of the saline constitaents of the 
blood, and from this fact we may fairly as- 
sume that there is a disposition to this 
change in fevers of a milder form; and, 
hence, we may form a rational prophylactic 
mode of treating these diseases. 

There can be no doubt about the aseful- 
ness of saline medicines in fever. Few 
cases are ever treated without them ; bat it 
was not until the work of Dr. Stevens was 
published, and the powerful aid of chemis- 
try in modern days directed attention to the 
alterations produced by disease in the con- 
stituents of the blood, that their modus ope- 
randi was clearly understood. It is not mm- 
probable that many lives are saved by saline 
medicines, in the treatment of simple fever. 
We all know the tendency which fever of 
the mildest form has to assume a typhoid 
character, and we have every reason for in- 
ferring that we prevent this by imbuing the 
system with saline matter, a deficiency of 
which, as is exemplified in Asiatic cholera 
and congestive fever, is incompatible with 
existence, 

It is impossible, however, to lay down any 
fixed rules for the treatment of fever. An 
improved system of therapeutics has shown 
that diseases of all kinds must be treated, 
not according to the name they bear, but in 

3H 
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sily replied to as the question here pro- 
- posed may be, from a bare reference to 
Md the greatly diseased condition of the heart, 
is yet the gentleman to whom I have above 
:. alluded, strange as it may appear, en- 
at tertained the, I must say, very shallow 
“ idea, that the hemorrhage in question was 
. “ the effect of blows or falls inflicted on the 
- head.” Aan opinion formed such as this, 
"| without taking inte account the surely not 
e unimportant influence, referable to the or- 
y ganic cardiac disease,—an influence which 
“Ae must, under the high excitement of anger 
“" and great muscular action, have been called 
"ras, submit, wholly unsupported. by | 
“i —was, I submit, wholly unsupported by 
“ the pathological facts revealed on the post-| [ams 
a- mortem inspection ; and, under other circum- 
stances, where the provocations given on the | — 
as part of the deceased, together with his en- 
“" tire willingness to end the dispute by ano- ee 
ther immediate recourse to physical force, Pe 
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accordance with the symptoms they present. 
Thus, mercury is one of the most usefal me- 
dicines in the majority of fever cases ; and 
it would be eulpable to omit in the treat- 
ment so valuable and well-established a 


remedy. This renders it difficult to assign | potash 


to each medicine its particular and just 
value, Itappears to me, however, that the 
most rational way of treating disease is to 
wnite as much as possible the powers of 
known and efficient remedier. Thus, saline 
medicines may check morbid alteration in 
one case, and prevent it in another, and the 
powerful aid of mercury in either case, by 
acting upen the secretion, may promote the 
absorption of the medicine into the system. 
In the following cases, therefore, I have 
treated the disease according to the symp- 
toms that presented themselves. I do not 
wish to attach more value than it deserves 
to the influence of the saline medicines, but 
merely to relate, briefly, the cases as they 
occurred, and draw attention to the princi- 
ple by which my treatment was directed. 


Case 1.—Synochus. wxtat. eight, 
was attacked on the 25th of May with pain 
in the head and abdomen, succeeded by cold 
chill, restlessness, heat of skin, and other 
symptoms of fever. Bowels costive; pulse 
120; urine high-coloured and _ scanty ; 
tongne white a furred. Tohave jalap and 
calomel gr. xij. immediately, and, the bowels 
being relieved, nitrate of potash gr. vj, in 
four hours. 

26. Pain increased; face more flushed ; 
skin hotter. Bowels not having been relieved 
freely, I ordered the following :—R. Sulph, 


magnes, Siv; Ipecac. wine, Siss; Sp. of 


nit. ether, 5iss; Saline mix., %j; Water, 
ij. M. One large spoonful every other 
our; and when the bowels have been freely 
relieved, to take earbon, of soda, gr. vj. in 
aix hours, 

28. Much the same; the fever continues 
to run high ; bowels have been relieved se- 
veral times ; pulse quick ; abdomen tender. 
A cataplasm to the abdomen, Continue 
the carb, of seda, but increase the dose to 10 


grains, 

29. Better. Per, 

31. Better. Per. 

dune 1, Better in every respect, The 
soda producing nausea, it was given in ex- 
cess, with the eflervescing draught, for some 
days, and the patient gradually recovered, 


Cast 2.—Synochus, H., wtat. thirty- 
three, the mother of the above patient, was 
attacked with symptoms precisely similar, 
on the 7th of June. The bowels being con- 
fined, a saline aperient mixture was ordered, 
and on the 8th she was much relieved. 

June 9. Symptoms more severe; pain in 
the head and bones; freqrent cold chills, 
and the heat of the body high; pulse 
quick and irritable ; countenance anxious ; 
tongue white and furred. The bowels hav- 


ing been freely opened, I ordered the fol- 
lowing :— 
Divide into six pow- 


Ik. Carbon, of soda, 3iss.; Nilrate of 
, 3j.; Water, 38; mix, make a 
draught, a sixth part every six hours, while 
effervescing. 

10, She has been restless, and the fever 
runs high. The bowels confined. To have 
an aperient mixture immediately. After- 
wards coprtinue the saline draught, but in- 
crease the carb. of soda to two drachms. 
Let the body be sponged with vinegar and 
water 


11. All the symptoms are alleviated to- 
day. Bowels have been freely opened ; the 
heat of the surface is reduced, and the pain 
in the head is less intense. Pergat, 

From this time the patient continued much 
in the same state for about a fortnight. The 
case, which was protracted by an irritable 
constitution, was much assisted by the ad- 
ministration of the following tincture :—~ 

hk. Carb. of soda, 3j; Chlorate of potash, 

. eardam, tinct, 5vj.; Infus. of 
calumba, Zviij. Make a mixture; a sixth 
part three times a-day. 


Cast 3.—Typhus Mitior. In the follow- 
ing cases, in which the symptoms set inwith 
considerable severity, mercury was found of 
great assistance. 

Louisa R., wtat. tewenty-three, was attack - 
ed on the 6th of November with cold chills, 
succeeded by flushing heat, abdominal ten- 
derness, &c. She did not apply for medical 
advice until the 9th, when I found her ia the 
following condition:—She complained of 
severe pain and throbbing of the head ; the 
surface of the body was extremely hot, and 
the abdomen tender; the tongue was load- 
ed with brown fur, and the gums were 
covered with sordes; pulse 160, small, and 
rather hard; she had been vomiting an 
purging all night; the stools were dark- 
coloured, and very offensive; she has had 
frequent cold chills, and complains of pain 
in the back and loins. 

Nov. 9. Six leeches to the temples. 

RK. Mercury with chatk, gr. iij.; Acetate 
of morphia, gr. 1-12th. Make a pill, to be 
taken in fourhours. ‘To take also the effer- 
veseing tincture, with 10 grains of soda in 
excess, every four hours, 

10. Better. Pergat. 

It. Better. Pergat. 

12. Better; tongue clearing, and the 
fever has much abated ; the pulse is also re- 
duced. Omit the pills. Continue the soda 
mixture. 

13. Continues to improve. 

14. Better in every respect; the bowels 
are regular, and the colour of the motions is 
more natural, She gradaally recovered, 
without any alteration in the treatment, and 


was well in three weeks. 
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Cast 4.—Typhus Mitior. J. G., of We- 
therden, wtat. six years and a half, was 
attacked on the 12th of July, 1837, with 
cold chills and drowsiness. I saw him on 
the 15th, aad found him labouring under the 
followiag symptoms :—He was lying in bed 
ina stupid state ; his skin was hot, bis face 
flushed, and he complained of pain in the 
back part of his head ; his lips seemed to 
move involuatarily ; his breathing was 31 in 
the minute; palse quick, ee tongue 
white, and covered with minute red points ; 
bowels contined. 


July 15. Apply four leeches behind the 
ears; a a canthar. blister to the 
neck; and a spirit lotion to the head. To 
have jalap and calomel, 15 grains immedi- 


ately, and when the bowels are well opened | colwmb., 


the following powder :— 


17. The pain in the head is relieved, and 
he is more collected, 

10. Complains of pain in the abdomen ; 
the tongue is covered with dark fur; skin 
still hot; pulse quick ; bowels regular, but 
motions dark, Let the body be sponged 
with vinegar and water. 

KK. Mere. with chalk, gr. xij.; Dorer’s 
powder, gr. vj. Mix; make six pills. One 
every night and morning. To have carb. of 
soda, 10 grains, in mint-water, in three 


hours 
'He is better. Pergat. 

24. Tongue much clearer; head relieved 
considerably, He is very weak, but the 
febrile symptoms are diminished, Let him 
have mutton broth, Omit the pills. 


R. Carb. of tC ; Chlorate of potas. 
Dj.; Infusion of o » 3ss. Mix; one 
table-spoonful three times a-day. 

Under this treatment he has been gradu- 
ally improving up to the present time. 

The next case occurred ia the same parish, 
at the same time as the last; the symptoms 
in this case, it will be observed, are some- 
what different. 


Case 5.—James Steward, ztat. five years 
and a half, was attacked with symptoms of 
fever a few days before I saw him, which 
was on the 13th of July, when I found him 
labouring under the following symptoms :— 


13. Skin extremely hot; face flashed ; 
had frequent cold chilis; abdomen tender : : 
bowels very loose; tongue white, with red 
points. Three leeches to the abdomen ; 
afterwards a cataplasm, 

R. Mere. with chalk, gr. xij.; Dover's 
powder, gr. vj. Make six pills. Take one 
every night. 

R. Carb. af soda, 3j.; Nit. of potash, 
3ss.; Ipecac. wine, 3iss.; Rose syrup, Siv.; 
Water, 3vj. Mix; take one ta poonful 
in four hours. 

15. He is better to-day ; the leeches bled 


well, and the epigastric pain has been nich 
relieved ; skin cooler ; tongue moister ; and 
oaly two motions daily. Continue the 

To have carb. of soda, gr. x., ia four 


He continued the above treatment un'il 
the 24th, without much change in the symp- 
toms. On that day I found him as follows: 
-—~Tongue brown, but moist; pulse. 1205 
complains of pain in the epigastric region ; 
is occasionally very thirsty ; bowels regu- 
lar; motion light coloured ; he has congh, 
and complains of weakness, Let him have 
mutton broth and light pudding. Apply a 
cantharis blister to the epigastrium. 

Carb. of soda, Chior. of 
gr. xv.; Orange syrup, 38s.; Infusion of 
Mix; take a table-spoouful 
three times daily. 

Aug. 10. He has been gradually improv- 
ing up to the present time, and is now nearly 
convalescent. 

The last two cases occurred in the parish 
of Wettenden, and may be taken as exam- 

ples of the character of thirteen other cases 
which I have had in the same parish during 
the last six weeks, The only fatal case was 
that of a little girl, nine years of age, which 
was complicated with severe inflammation 
of the bowels, Jt was the first case that 
occurred in the parish, and, as too often hap- 
pens, the friends neglected to call in medi- 
cal advice in the early stage of the disease. 
The typhoid symptoms ran high ; there was 
constant diarrhoea and sickness, which ren- 
dered it difficult to keep medicine on the 
stomach, and the child died before the end 
of the week. 

In the autumn of last year I had a great 
number of cases of measles, in which their 
symptoms had a strong tendency to assume 
a typhoid character. I treated them upon 
the same principles as the above cases of 
fever, aud with gratifying suecess, The 
disease was invariably preceded by diar- 
rhoca, and the eruption was frequently 
ushered in with symptoms of congestion and 
collapse, and I found the chlorate of potash 
(which is a decided stimulant) very usefal. 
The following cases will illustrate my 
method of treatment :— 


Case 6.—Rubeola. S. K., wtat. two years, 
had diarrhoea, attended with febrile symp- 
toms, fora week, The eruption of measles 
then appeared, and was out when I saw the 
child. 1 found it weak and feverish; the 
tongue exceedingly red, with a furred pateh 
down the centre ; pulse very quick; breath 
foetid; motions dark coloured; lps and 
gums covered with sordes, 

Mercury with chalk, gr. xij. ; Jpeca- 
cuanha, gr. j.; Compound ehalk powder, 
gr. xij, Mix, and divide into four powders ; 
one night and oe 

Kk. Carbonate of soda, Dij.; Chierate of 

potash, gr. X.; Sep Sij.; Water, 


kk. Nitrate of potash, gr.v.; Carb. 

. soda, gr. X.; every four hours. 
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ij. Mix; take two small spoonfuls every 
second hour. 


Under this treatment the child gradually 
recovered, 


| Case 7.—Rubeola. E. M., wtat. one year 
and a half, had the measles severely, which 
left. it in a very debilitated condition, with 
ataszie fever, diarrhoea, foul tongue, and 
sordes on the lips and gums. I ordered the 
following, under which it gradually reco- 


R. Chior. of potash, gr. xv. ad xxx. ; 
Aromat. confect., 3j.; Carb. of soda, 3s8.; 
Orange syrup, 3iij.; Infus. of orange peel, 
3iss. Make a mixture. Take two small 
spoonfuls three times daily. 

I have kept records of many other cases, 
but as they are, in a great measure, similar 
to those related, I should only oceupy space 
unnecessarily, were I to relate them. 

Stowmarket, Aug. 15, 1837. 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM. 
EXPERIMENTS OF BARON DOPOTET. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sir :—On the 17th of this month I was | 
invited by a friend to accompany him to’ 
‘see the experiments of Baron Duporer pr 
Sennevoyr, at University College Hospital. | 
I had witnessed the performance of the 
snake-charmers in India, and of the necro-| 
mancer of Grand Cairo so often described. | 
Thad seen something of what were called | 
the remains of the Psylli in Egypt; and had | 
reduced all these, to my own conviction at 
least, within the limits of natural causes, 
and laid an account of them before the pub- 
lic in a magazine conducted by a friend*. | 
As a professed unbeliever in whatever is | 
not proved, I felt not disinclined to add! 
«« Animal Magnetism” to my subjects of scru- | 
tiny ; and this disposition was increased by | 
the circamstance of my daughter having | 
told me that some years ago she was in-| 
troduced to the Baron at Paris, and proved | 


an impracticable subject, and of my having , on 


been lately applied to from the country to | 
consult an eminent physician in town on a 
case of epilepsy, from whose conversation | 
I had gathered much interesting information 

on the power of the imagination over epilep- 

tie affections, which I could not help I 
mising I should see confirmed and extended. | 
Add to all this, that I am some relation to 
Dr. Alderson of Hull, who, I believe, was | 
the first man that exploded the existence of | 
apparitions, by demonstrating that the seeing | 
of apparitions is symptomatic of a certain 


ACCOUNT OF EXPERIMENTS IN MAGNETISM AT 


ing myself to be misled through want of the 
cometh virtues.. 1 will therefore offer 
you the best account in my power of what 
I witnessed, and the inferences I was dis- 
_- to draw ; trusting to have credit for 

ving done it in a spirit of fairness through- 
out, and without the smallest intention of 
giving pain to any individual. 

On our arriving at the hospital, the medi- 
cal officers, with their pupils, were going 
their rounds in the men’s ward. Though 
invited to accompany them, I preferred re- 
maining near the head of the stairs, where 
I had a more general view. In a short time 
the Baron arrived, a plain, intelligent, un- 
assuming-looking man, with a resemblance, 
it struck me, to Mr. Vigors the member for 
Carlow. I was shown at a distance, in the 
women’s ward, a girl, apparently walking 
with difficulty, who was stated to be one 
of the patients on whom the experiments of 
the Baron had been made ; and shortly after- 
wards another arrived, who, from the at- 
tention she attracted, I soon found was the 
patient par excellence, the prima donna of the 
“ magnetic” stage. When the medical men 
had finished in the men’s ward, they came 
into the women’s, making, with the visitors, 
something more than twenty ; besides which 
there were eight or nine women patients in 
the ward, apparently convalesceats or with 
slight complaints, and two or three women 
attendants. 

The first-mentioned girl was invited to 
seat herself in an arm-chair in the middle 
of the ward. She was apparently about 


; twenty years of age, with dark hair, heavy 


look as if suffering under the effect of some 
soporifie drug, an in-patient of the hospital 
on account of epileptic fits, and I suspect 
had partially lost the use of the left side 
from causes connected with that complaint. 

Baron proceeded to draw his hands 


The 

dowuwards before her face, sometimes alter- 
nately and sometimes both together, in the 
manner which I believe is pretty generally 
known as making part of the “ magnetic” 
process. After about a quarter of an hour, 
the patient was asked how she felt, (the 
Baron, by the way, not attempting English 


cept under circumstances of urgency,) 
and on her replying that she thonght she 
felt “ a little sleepy,” the experiment was 
declared unsuccessful ; though it was inti- 
mated that more effect had been produced 
on a previous occasion. I began to think 
I was the infidel before whom nothing was 
ated to be seen. 

The other young lady then sat down, with 
no reluctance, but om the contrary that 
appearance of self-complacency which at- 
tends on conscious eminence in any live. 
She looked about seventeen years of age, 


State of disease ; and you will perceive that |” - : 
: _| With fair complexion aad a profusion of 
I was in many ways pledged to not allow inglets,. Greci 


* See No. I. of * Tait’s Edinburgh Magazine,” fact eminently handsome, figure short and 


article “ State of Magic in By ypt.” 


y inchining to Lord Byron's dislike, 
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ankles rather stouter than the Venus’s, hands 
large and red, that looked like vouchers for 
honest labour; to all appearance in the 
bloom of youth and health, and manifestly 
of the temperament the French would call 
sensible et coquette, but an out-patient of the 
hospital for epileptic fits, and with (as after- 
wards appeared) a seton in the back of 
her neck, in part process of cure. If I were 
to hazard a conjecture, I would say she was 
neither servant-girl nor sempstress, but the 
daughter of an artisan or small tradesman, 
who scrubbed her father’s stairs, washed 
his linen, and did the rest of the hard work 
of the house, but still lived in the state of 
freedom and evjeyment which attends ona 
condition so comparatively fortunate. From 
the downeast direction of her eyes as 
she sat, they could pot be calculated ov 
for indicating sleep; but her fingers 
played with her shawl, in the manner of 
a person who does not quite know what 
to do with her hands, which showed her 
te be awake. The Baron proceeded with 
the waving motion of his bands. I cannot 
say positively whether he ever touched her 
face, but he might possibly sometimes touch 
it slightly, or the surrounding curls; and 
he certainly touched the gigot sleeves, in a 
way which she could not fail to be con- 
scious of. Once also,—honi soit qui mal y 
pense,—in a later stage of the performance, 
he touched her knee, through the clothes, 
with the point of the fingers of the flattened 
hand held horizontally, as if he was intend- 
ing to keep up an electrical communication. 
The patieat appeared disposed to doze, and 
lean back in her chair ; in doing which, she 
several times complained of hurting the 
seton in her neck, which temporarily roused 
her. In about five minutes she began to 
rub the left eye with the back of her hand, 
and then the other, rubbing with both hands 
at once with considerable violence. At the 
intimation of the Baron, somebody told her 
to open her eyes, and she replied pettishly, 
“IT can't—I can’t.” Some of the medical 
attendants opened the eyelids by force, and 
they closed again. The Baron then inti- 
mated that he would restore her to vision ; 
and this part of the proceedings I watched 
with much curiosity. It appeared to me, 
that he applied the thumbs and forefingers of 
both hands at once to the interior angles of 
the eyes, and then drew them from the nose 
outwards, pressing against the edges of the 
bones of the erbits ; and this he did rapidly, 
twice. The patient immediately rose from 
her chair’ and opened her eyes, looking 
about her with a winking and embarrassed 
manner, as if waked out of sleep. I de- 
scribe what I saw; and the only comment 
Ican make upon it is, that up to this period 
there could not be saidto be any distinct 
evidence, beyond the assertion of the pa- 
tient, for the reality of the effects purported 
to be produced. 


She sat down without the] smallest ap- 
pearance of reluctance, for the continua- 
tion of the experiment. Her fingers at first 
played with her shawl as before; but in 
three or four minutes the motion of the fin- 
gers ceased, and first one hand and then the 
other fell down as in sleep. She soon be- 
gan to lean to her left against the Baron, 
who, I must say, supported her in a very 
handsome and artist-like manner, by taking 
hold of her elbow with one hand, continu- 
ing to wave the other before her face. In 
about a minute more she raised herself, 
with a kind of convulsive effort to inspire 
the greatest possible quantity of air,—which 
the Baron received with a la, la, as a man 
who knew perfectly what was coming,— 
and then she made a prolonged expiration, 
with something between a sigh and a sob, 
and fell across the arm of the chair on the 
other side as if dead. To preserve the 
bienséances she was laid out upon the floor, 
and her head and shoulders were propped 
on a machine provided iv hospitals for that 
purpose. The muscles appeared entirely 
relaxed, the limbs remaining in any p-sition 
into which they were put; and infact, with 
the exception that her colour continued 
slightly flushed, she presented the appear- 
ance of a recent corpse. The doctors pro- 
ceeded to pinch her hands, each harder than 
his predecessor, and forced snuff up her 
nostrils at an unmerciful rate, as each sur- 
mised his rappee was stronger than his 
neighbour's; but all without producing any 
token of sensibility. A young artist pre- 
sent could not help exclaiming, “* What 
would I give if she would remain in that 
position for twelve hours, that I might 
sketch her!” and troly a painter with a 
Cymon, might have racked his imagination 
a long time for so good an Iphigenia. The 
next process was that of shaking and shout- 
ing her name in her ear, This at first pro- 
duced movements of impatience, such as I 
think I have witnessed in the cases of epi- 
lepsy which fall wore or less under every 
body’s notice ; and once she made that mo- 
tion which is so frightful to the friends of 
epileptic patients, aud resembles an effort 
to shake off an invisible enemy,—the 

“6 si pectore possit 
Excussisse Deum,”’-——— 
of the Roman poet. At last our youthful 
Pythoness began to speak :— 
Tune sic orsa loqui vates 
The first words she uttered were, “ O why 
should blushes dye my cheek?” and the 
next were a poetical aphorism of no doubt 
equal impressiveness, of which I only col- 
lected that the burthen was “a sigh.” 
“ Bt talia fata, 
Conticuit.”———— 
But after being again “ well shaken,” she 
spoke again and said, “I won't be turned 


out, as I was before, for the servants to 
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laugh at;” which was explained by some- 
body saying, that on a former oceasion 
when she bad been subjected to the same 
experiments, she fancied that the servants 
(I suppose of the hospital) laughed at her. 
Ou continuation of the shaking process, she 
begun to relate, by starts, some occurrences 
in her neighbourhood which had impressed 
her imagination as ridiculous ; I surmise, 
Ob is vera invol 

She said, “ There was a man went 
mad, and he jumped out of bed without 
his clothes and ran into the street.” An- 
other shake produced, “ I thought how 
droll it would have been, if he had ran into 
a meeting of old quakers.” Next came, 
“ He said that Mr. Hall (the apothecary, I 
suppose, that ought to have kept him in 
bed) wanted to get at his wife.” And 
finally, “ He called Mr. Hall an old gallipot- 
seraper.” All this was said in the low, 
quiet tone of people that talk in their sleep, 
intermixed with laughing. Some of the 
women t remarked, “That's exactly 
all what she talks in her fits.” The Baron 
new began to try what he probably consider- 
ed as his tours de force ; but these appeared 
te me to be failures. He retired to the extre- 
inity of the ward, and I understood the effect 
was to be that the patient was to come to 
herself ; but nothing of this kind was pro- 
' dueed. He then signified that he would 
take another individual by the hand, and 
while he held his hand, the patient was to 
make to that individual rational auswers. It 
was tried, and, sure enough, the patient 
replied; but not to the peint, and always 
upon one subject, The individual whose 
hand was taken by the Baron, was a pupil 
who it appeared had charge of the de- 
partment of young ladies with setons in 
their necks, and his voice invariably caused 
her ideas to recur to the dressing of her 
neck, and she replied to him, haif coquet- 
tishly and half pettishly, “Get away. Do 
“you know how much you hurt my neck? 
“*3f you hurt me so, you shall never come 
‘* near me again.” I thought the young man 
seemed rather disconcerted by duty he 
was put upon. After something more than 
an hour bad elapsed from the time when the 
patient “ sighed away her soul,” the Baron 
intimated that he would restore her to con- 
sciousness. What he did this time, appear- 
ed to consist in bringing his two hands with- 
in a foot of her face, and waving them two 
or three times across the face, from the nose 
outwards, in directions at right angles to 
that by which the first symptoms had ap- 
peared to be induced, saying at the same 
time, with as much of English pronuncia- 
tion as he could muster, “Getup.” The 
potest immediately rose, and looked about 

er with the same winking and émbarrassed 
air as before,—took the arm of the young 
pupil, as Terence would say quam i 
riter, and disappeared in the 


Sfumilia- 
matron’s | 


And tow I come to the impression made 
on me in the way of explanation. I entire- 
ly give up the of collusion on the part 
of the patient; she was much too pretty 
and light-hearted to be the instrament of a 
cold-blooded and painful fraud. To say no 
more of the pinching and the snuff, it would 
have required a long drilling to teach a 
girl the symptoms to be counterfeited ; and 
what would be the chance of a foreigner’s 
finding the requisites united, in an out- 
patient in the University College Hospital ? 

The explanation, I apprehend, lies in a 
much shorter compass. It is simply, that 
the waving motion of the hands (which itis 
observable is as perceptible to the patieut 
when the eyes are shut as when open, espe- 
cially if the face be turned towards the 
light, as anybody may convince themselves 
by experiment with their own hands) pro- 
duces an action on the brain, (akin 
to the dizziness produced by the sight of 
running water), sufficient in some epileptic 
patients (in the actual case, one out of two) 
to bring on a real repetition of the epileptic 

1 never felt any doubt that the pa- 


was the idea of what would become 
all if the patient never recovered, and we 


ous point; but if we will only keep our 
wits about us, and not be run away with by 
admiration of the marvellous, we nust be 
on the point ef finding out the whole. 

fact already ascertained, I maintain to 
that certain metions before the eves, 
duce a cerebral affection, capabie of 
ducing epilepsy in certain states 
disposition. There is nothing in 
wenderful than in other fact 

lished by experiment. 


what I remember hearing the servants talk 
of when I was a boy, that certain patterns 
upon walls and furniture produce giddiness. 
I was in a room at the Albion, and 
the walls turning round. My first thoughts 
were of apoplexy; but the recollection of 
the servants’ assertion came te my relief. 
The paper on the walls was @ crimson 
ground, with something like serpentine co- 
lumas in white, reaching from the floor to 
Now if so slight a circum- 


ease, there seems nothing unreasonable in 
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room ; after which I saw her no more, till, 
chancing to be detained by rain at the 
vestibule, I saw her going out, oveareellt 
nothing the worse ; and as I was asked if 
would see the experiment renewed the next 
day but one, I suppose she was perfectly 
ready for the repetition. 
| 
| 
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tient was in one of her epileptic fits; on' 
and the remark of the women is confrma- No 
tion of the identity, What troubled ine, the 
were brought before the coroner that sat on 
| Mr. Cocking. How the recovery was 
| brought about, I admit to be the mysteri- 
weeks ago I experienced for the first time, 
stance can produce a cerebral affection in a 
person of strong nerves and free from dis- 


believing that a wavy motion before the 
eyes of a weakly patient, may produce a 
sui generis effect upon the brain, which in 
epileptic habits shall have a tendency to 
produce recurrence of the fit, Lt appears 
to be merely a question of experiment, An 
honest scepticism does not consist in refus- 
ing to believe that a cause A may produce 
an effect B, if experiment proves them to 
be connected ; but in refusing to believe 
anything without competent proof. 

r point of circumstantial evidence 
in support of the absence of collusion, I 
think I see in the following. Thongh not 
medical, I have enough of general informa- 
tion to know, that one of the first symptoms 
by which cerebral affections in general de- 
monstrate themselves, aud particularly in 
women, in consequence probably of the 
greater contrast with their previous habits, 
is a diminution of the ordinary restraiut on 
language. It takes place in insanity, in 
drunkenness, in the delirium of opium, aud 
in epileptic fits which are only another form 
of cerebral affection. Everybody knows 
that when ladies faint, there is a hustling 
away of gentlemen; which is not so much on 
account of the necessity of cutting laces, as 
for fear of what might be said by the patient 
daring the temporary suspension of re- 
straint. The purest-minded woman upon 
earth, might talk of her innocent preferences, 
her state of health, or many ro subjects 
on which witnesses would not be desirable. 
Now | submit that in the case described, 
there isjust so much of this kind of evidence 
as gees to establish the cause assigned. It 
is out of the range of probability, that a 
foreigner should have been able to instil 
with effect into the mind of a hospital 
patient, that precisely sach and such a de- 
parture from her ordinary restraint in lan- 
guage and conversation, would best keep 
up the character she was to assume. 
therefore conclude it to be more likely that 
there was a real affection of the brain. 

One inference would appear to be, that the 
cerebral irritation which induces the epileptic 
action, at least of the artificial kind, is at- 
tended with no paiv. It may even be at- 
tended with ing and »greeable sensa- 
tions ; as inthe case of a little girl of my own, 
of fouranda balf years, who always requests 
to be “tickled” to sleep, the “ tickling” 
consisting in somebody drawing their hands 
lightly over her face, which invariably sends 
her in a few minates to sleep. Various 
pe of importance may also suggest 

ves. If there is a process that re- 
moves the artificial fit, will it lead to a way 
of removing the natural one? And what is 
to be the etlect of the artificial fits upon the 
patient? Epilepsy is understood to be con- 
firmed by habit; is then the repetition three 
times a week of the artificial fit, to go to- 


wards confirming the habit, or may it have 
7 


a tendency to act as a vaccine, 
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or modify the natural disease’? It has been 
asserted in some of the newspapers, that the 
tient described has had no recurrence of 
er natural fits since the artificial practice. 
If this be so, there appears something like 
an exhaustion of the epileptic tendency. 

I have not witnessed any repetition of 
the experiments, but I have heard the ac- 
counts of a person in whom I have con- 
fidence ; and as nothing but sheer imbecility 
can prevent the immediate ascertaining 
whether the main facts are correct or not, 
I shall take the liberty of alluding to them 
under that reservation. He says he saw the 
process tried on a girl of fourteen (whom I 
surmise I recollect), an in-patient in the 
hospital, suffering under what the doctors 
called “ ecstatic delirium,” left behind by a 
fever. She was exceedingly violent and 
abusive, assailing the Baron with the com- 
mon-places she had heard employed agaiust 
foreigners, which fortunately he did not un- 
derstand; but after the “ sigh” which 
would appear to be a general symptom, she 
came out a quiet, timid, orderly little girl, 
auswering with great propriety to everything 
which was said to her. If this be so, the 
artificial cerebral irritation whatever it is, 
would appear to have a tendency to quiet 
delirium. An effect of the same kind, I 
think has been asserted to have been pro- 
duced on maniacal patients, by turning 
them in what our forefathers called a whirli- 
gig. The patient whom I saw, is also de- 
seribed as having approached much nearer 
to rationality during the access, or to have 
had the fit in what may be called a diluted 
state. As one instance, I understand that 
when pestered with questions iu her ear, 
she attempted to rise and make a manual 
defence; which reminds me, that when I saw 
her, she, either by accident or design, gave 
a sound cuff to one unhappy questioner. 


1 | Does the artificial stimulus, then, wear out, 


or alter its effect by repetition? And does 
this wearing-out modify the results, and so 
produce different phenomena in the patient? 
All these seem among possible things, and 
all seem to be determinable by attention and 
care, 

What appears to be the subject for regret, 
is, that instead of pursuing the connexion 
between causes ad effects with scientific 
caution, it should have been chosen to at- 
tempt to envelope the whole with the name 
of a new and mysterious science, and invest 
it as far as possible with something of the 
supernatural. I cannot help avowing, that 
unless it was considered as a necessary com- 
pliment, the medical men present seemed 
to lean to the side of the question which they 
ought not; in short, there was a little of 
a gobe-mouche spirit abroad, For instance, 
some of the questions they asked were in 
the highest degree unwise ; not only as im- 
plying the expectation of supernatural or 
extra-natural responses, but as having a 
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ato LETTER FROM MR. BYLES. 


direct tendency to act as what counsel call 
“leading questions.” for example, 
“ How many more times must you be magnue- 
tised before you are able to see with your eyes 
sbut ?”—which my informant seems to think 
was afterwards extended to askiug her how 
long it weuld be before she could tell what 
o’cloek it was by a watch held to the pit of 
her stomach, to which, after much ‘“eazing, 
she appears to have held out something like 
a promise of hope. At the same time it is 
but fair to say, that these questions may 
have been put at the direction of the 
Baron, and have been considered as an es- 
sential part of the trial of his process, And 
in one view, good may result in the end, 
The alchemists might obscure science on the 
whole, by the wild and mystical view they 
chose to take of the operations of nature. 
But their most irregular flights had still a 
certain chance, of discovering useful ma- 
terials for the cooler heads of future genera- 
tions to work upon. 

My hope therefore is, that some medical 
person will take up the question with the 
advantages of professional knowledge, and 
will steer a just course between credulity 
on the one hand, and a sickly dread of 
discovering new truths upon the other, 
though concealed under any imaginable mass 
of the fantastic and the unsound, My old 
relation would have found it all out in a) 
week ; if a maniacal patient had not kicked 
him to death. Truth can never be too soon 
secured, nor error too quickly got rid of. 
Fifty years ago, it is probable that some 
useful physiological facts which will now 
be elivited, would have been seized on by 
scientific men if the whole subject had not 
heen contrived to be involved in the mystical 
aad the ridiculous. And what is there we 
might not come to now, if the reins were 
grron te the sapernatural and the unproved? 

ink only what a combination in politics 
might be made out of “ Animal Magnetism” 
and St. Simonianism ; or various other amal- 
gams which will suggest themselves to the 
reader. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

London, August 28, 1837. T. 


INQUEST 
ON A 
FEMALE INFANT FOUND DEAD. 


To the Editor of Toe Lancer. 


Son +My attention has just been directed 
to'the letter of * Juripicus ” in Tue Lancer 
of the 19th inst., relative to a recent inquest 
upon the body of a female infant, at which 
inquest, after making a carefu) post-mortem 
examination, I attended to furnish the neces- 
sary medical evidence, Whilst I thank my 
unknown champion for his able and suc- 


to the corover and myself, to state, that the 
newspa reports of the inquest were 
abridged, imperfect, and disjointed, neither 
giving a fair summary of my evidence, nor 
of his, the coroner’s, charge to the fury, as 
will fully appear if you will kindly find a 
space for the following copy of my notes of 
examination, and of what I 
remember of the coroner’s remarks :— 

Notes.—“ There were several superficial 
wounds on the trunk and arms ; the lips and 
tongue were much swollen and discoloured ; 
there was a mark round the neck as if that 
part had been tightly compressed ; the scalp 
on the left side was exceedingly tumefied 
and discoloured ; the leit eye was very 
much swollen and bloodshot ; the left side 
of the face also presented a bruised ap- 
pearance ; the naval string, which had been 
properly tied and cut, was shrivelled, putrid, 
and partially detached. 

“I noticed that some blood had oozed 
from the nostrils. 

“On proceeding to make an internal ex- 
amination I found the lungs fully expanded 
and crepitating in every part ; portions cut 
from each lobe, floated buoyantly in water. 
The heart contained a moderate quantity of 
coagulated blood. The stomach was empty. 
The intestines did not contain meconium, 
but a considerable quantity of feeulent 
matter of a pale-yellow colour, On examin- 
ing the head I found the left parietal bone 
much more yielding than the right ; towards 
the centre it was completely bruised, or, 
rather, crushed ; there was a considerable 
coagulum beneath the dura mater, corres- 
ponding with the injury of the bone and the 
contused scalp; there were, also, large 
coagula at the base of the brain. 

“T considered that this child had not 
only been born alive, but had lived many 
hours, and that death had been caused by a 
severe fall or blow: from the appearance of 
the body at the time I examined it I should 
wae it had been dead about forty-eight 

ours.” 

Now, to the professional reader, it will be 
very evident that in coming to the conclusion 
that this infant “had not only been born 
alive but had lived many hours,” I did not 
rely materially upon the hydrostatic test, 
be that test valuable or worthless ; although 
the absence of all tendency to decomposition, 
and the full expansion and free crepitation 
of every part of each lung, presented ap- 
pearances which were wholl different from 
those of the lungs in a state of faction,— 
from the wholly-collapsed and liver-like 
foetal. lung,—or from partially-col- 
lapsed, partially-expanded, and, perhaps, 
also highly-congested lung of an infant that 
had respired once or twice imperfectly, and 
then ceased to exist. 

I attached more importance to the absence 
of meconium, and the presence of feces, 


cessful vindication, I feel bound, in justice 
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excretions durivg the earlier period of lac- 
tation, especially as, although the stomach 
was empty, the contents of the small in- 
testines had a milky, chyle-like admixture, 
with evident portions of curdy coagula. 

The circumstance, however, which struck 
me most forcibly, and which I arged most 
strongly apon the attention of the coroner 
and jury, but which the newspaper reports 
leave unvoticed, was the condition of the 
Sunis, which was shrivelled, putrid, and se- 
parating, the cicatrix of the future navel 
beiug evideutly in the course of formation, as 
it would usually be found in an infant of 
two or three days old, 

I may also add that I believe that it is the 
opinion of our best writers on medical ju- 
risprudence, that the blood of the still-born 
foetus is found ia a fluid state, whilst in the 
present case the blood contained in the 
heart was fully coagulated. The coagula 
within the cranium have been already 
noticed, 

My letter has extended to such a length 
that 1 caa only add, briefly, that the coroner, 
when the serious character of the case be- 
came evident, went at great length into the 
facts bearing upon such cases ; that he said 
that this was one of great suspicion, and that 
the condition of the navel string was a very 
important fact for the jury to bear in mind, 
at the same time that the fact of the infant's 
previous life, and its violent death, did not 
necessarily infer the perpetration of criminal 
violence, as the skull might have been 
fractured by a fall, the throat compressed 
by the navel string, &e, &c. He did not 
make his remarks with regard to the floating 
of the lungs, in offensive contradiction to my 
evidence, but said that, in itself, it was not 
to be relied on, as children might breathe, 
and die shortly afterwards from spasm, Xc., 
or putrefaction might influence the specific 
gravity. Altogether I may say that he put 
all the facts, pro and con, before the jury, 
leaving them to draw their inferences, merely 
stating that if they brought in a verdict, 
“Found dead, with marks of violence,” it 
would leave the affair equally open for 
future judicial investigation, as if a verdict 
of “ wilful murder” were returned, which 
he rather deprecated as giving an eclat toa 
transaction. which a future disclosure of 
facts might not bear out. I remain, Mr. 
Editor, your obedient servant, 

Bytes, 

Church-street, Spitalfields, 

Angust 28, 1837. 


CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING THE 
STOWMARKET PENNY CLUB. 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 
Sin :—Your correspondent, Mr. Bree, is 


speedy conclusion, a 


controversy 

in the gratuitous personalities with whi 
he thought proper to assail me—and a “ most 
lame and impotent conclusion” he would 
make of it; but I cannot allow him to shuf- 
fle out of itso quickly. Having fixed him 
upon the horns of a dilemma, he must per- 
mit me to indulge in a few comments upon 
the serio-comic position he now occupies. 

For anything in the shape of “ inuendo” 
which I may Rave advanced, I beg to refer 
Mr. Bree tohis own conscience, assuring him 
that I am perfectly aware of bis immaculate 
proceedings in the affair at Wetherden, and 
he had better leave to Dr. Kay the task of 
defending himself from my charge of gross 
misrepresentation. For the present I shall 
content myself with observing, that the pro- 
ceedings in that affair were entirely ex parte, 
and disgraceful to all the persons concerned 
in hushing it up. Should Dr. Kay and I 
ever come to issue on that subject, the Doc- 
tor will have discovered too much of the 
want of power, if not of will, in Mr. Bree, to 
require the evidence of Mr. Charles Robert 
Bree before a Committee of the House of 
Commons. What will Dr. Kay think of 
Mr. Bree’s discretion or consistency, who, 
after furnishing him with such a lauda- 
tory account of the operation of the Stow- 
market Penny Clab, was so besotted as 
to send forth to every corner of the earth, 
through the medium of Tne Lancer, a 
lachrymose lamentation that I, forsooth, 
had prevented him from committing the un- 
natural act of Burking his own offspri 
the darling little club-footed bantling, “ his 
love child,” as the old women called it, a 
thing that he had nursed, and nurtured, and 
defended—and held up to the world as his 
first-born prodigy? Whether this, his truly- 
begotten, were stout, hearty, well favoured, 
and well clothed; with plenty of penny- 
pieces in his new breeches pockets ; a jolly, 
thriving young dog, as he represented him 
to Dr. Kay;—or a little, dirty, snivelling, 
down-looking, tattered sans culotte, whom 
he “damned,” and “ wished at the devil,” 
yet surely it would, as I have said, have 
been a most unpaternal act to strangle his 
own offspring. True, it was a poor thing, 
but it was his own,—a thing for which he 
had conceived so strong an affection, that, 
even while he was pregnant with it, he went 
through Stowmarket and the thirteen ad- 
joining parishes, hat in hand, begging from 
door to door, to supply the needful to b 
it forth, But perhaps, after all, this avow 
design of Burking his brat was only a si- 
milar ruse to that played off at Woolpit 
Swan, through the instrumentality of Mr. 
Spencer Freeman. (See Lancet, Sept. 3rd, 
1836, page 778.) 

To conclude, with the seriousness which 
the im of the subject demands. It 


evidently very desirous of bringing to a 


is in terms of hi , and in the 
tons of triomph, that Dr Kay has vaunted 
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to his aod to the public, “ the 
opinions of Mr, Charles Robert Bree and 
other highly-gifted and distinguished mem- 
bers of the medical profession ;” but Mr. 
Bree, being the only person aamed—he be- 
ing the head and front of this noble phalanx 
—stands amenable to his profession for the 
aid he has thus rendered to Dr. Kay, and to 
those who, like Dr. Kay, would not only 
trample under foot all that is most honoura- 
ble in the profession, but would, also, con- 
vert its members into the supple tools of a 
detestable tyranny ! 
1 am, Sir, yours, very respectfully, 
J. Bepinerteco, 
Au 
Medical 


st 23, 1837, 
hool, Stowmarket. 


MEDICAL ETIQUETTE AND PRAC. 
TICE AT LIVERPOOL, 
Dr. O'Donnewt presents his compliments 
to the Editor of Tur Lancet, and begs his 
insertion of the following statement :— 


On Monday, the 31st of July, Mr. A., a 
gentleman, 45 years of age, was attacked | 
with complete retention of urine. He sent 
for Dr, O'Donnell, who promised to attend 
him as soon as he had dined, but neglected 
to doso, In the course of the evening, Dr. 
S——y and Dr. Macrorie were sent for. 
They attempted to pass instruments, but 
failed. On the following morning « bougie, 
it is said, was passed into the bladder. This, 
on being withdrawn, was followed by a 
pint, or nearly a pint, of urine. The re- 
mainder of the day was passed without any 
further evacaation of the bladder. Wed- 
nesday passed in the same manner. Thurs- 
day, Friday, and Saturday the same. Dur- 
ing these days various purgative and diure- 
tie medicines were given, glysters were 
attempted, the warm bath was used, and 
three applications of leeches, in parcels of 
18,18 and 12, were made to the abdomen, 
but no attempts were made to any in- 
stroments into the bladder, On Saturday, in 
the afternoon, Dr. O"Donnell was again sent 
for; he found the patient, Mr. A., in a very 
distressed situation. The bladder was so 
distended as to fill up the whole of the lower 
abdomen, on all sides, and to reach up as 
high aa the navel, He was tossing about, 
covered with perspiration, and complaining 
of pain in his back, and all over his belly. 
His pulse was 130; bis t dry, with a 


broad brown streak down the centre. Ca- 
theterism was tried, and failed. Dr. O’Don- 
nell now told the patient that his bladder 


full of urine, and could only be re- 
Bevel by punctore, eal that ite was 


DR. O'DONNELL AND DR. MACRORIE. 


to be lost; that he (Dr, O'Donnell) would 
not meet Dr, Macrorie, and, therefore, 
that the best thing that Mr. A. could do 
would be to send for Mr. Manifold, or 
some other operating surgeon, who would at 
once see the necessity of acting. Dr. 
O'Donnell called on Mr. Manifold, in the 
course of the evening, to know if he had 
seen the patient, and what had been done, 
Mr, Manifold then informed Dr. O’Domell 
that the patient was extremely distressed 
that he, Dr. O"Donnell, would not attend 
him ; upon which Dr, O'Donnell stated that 
he had no objection to attend the patient, 
but that he would have nothing whatever to 
do with Dr. Macrorie. 

Shortly after, Dr. O’D. and Mr. M. met 
at the patient's house, when it was stated 
to the patient that Mr. M, was willing to 
meet any of the parties in attendance, but 
that Dr, O’D. would not. The patient then 
declared that he had no wish whatever to 
have Dr. Macrorie, and that he had never 
had any wish to have any person but Dr. 
O'D., if be would attend to him. About 
this time the patient bad a severe rigor. 
The bladder was punctured, and 56 ounces 
of urine drawn off. This urine, on being 
allowed to cool, deposited a large quantity 
of mucus, and was, on the following day, 
extremely putrid and offensive. In the 
course of the night the urinary fever sub- 
sided, and, on the following day, the tengue 
was clean, and the pulse at 70, The opera- 
tion was scarcely terminated, before Dr- 
Macrorie arrived; he complained that he 
had been extremely ill-used, &c., &c. He 
stated that he had long known that it would 
be necessary to puncture the bladder, but 
had deferred doing so, hoping to succeed by 
other means. Since this time, now sixteen 
days ago, the bladder has been punctured 
four times, and each time a large quantity 
of urine, mixed with mucus, taken away. 
Leeches have been applied to the anus and 
perineum, warm hip baths, opiate and febri- 
fuge medicines, exhibited. It has sinee, 
Dr. O’D. hears, been stated by Dr. Macro- 
rie, that he has been extremely ill used, and 
that the practice pursued was extremely 
unskilful, and that there was no necessity 
whatever to puncture the bladder; that if 
the patient should die, av inquest would be 
held ; and that if he should recover, Dr. 
O'Donnell showid be brought before the Me- 
dical Association, 


This short statement fs put forth to give 
Dr. M. an opportunity of reconciling the 
difference in his own statements, and justi- 
fying his practice. 
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THE LANCET, 


London, Saturday, September 2, 1837. 


Tue senate of the new metropolitan uni- 
versity—the University of London—is row, 
in all probability, employed in preparing 
the curriculum of studies to be pursued by 
such students as may desire to present them- 
selves for examination before the members 
of that institution. The publication of this 
ordinance, and particularly of that portion 
of it which must relate to medical educa- 
tion, cammot be delayed for any lengthened 
period, Indeed, the plan of the gentlemen 
whe compose the senate must now be nearly 
matured, and its appearance is anxiously 
awaited by all the members of our pro- 
fession. This curriculum ought to form the 
commencement of a new era in the history of 
education in this country. We have suffered 
severely under the monstrous abuses which 
have prevailed in our old and aristocratic 
institutions, and we earnestly hope that 
the new university, the offspring of Reform, 
true to the principles which gave it birth, 
will, at once, adopt a large and liberal plan 
of medical education, rejecting the sordid 
and absurd restrictions which abound in the 
system so pertinaciously adhered to by its 
predecessors, The rejection of this essen- 
tial principle of its existence, the very first 
attempt to countenance any one of the abuses 
which have hitherto encumbered science 
and repressed the genius of our youth in 
this country, will prove an act of self-de- 
struetion te the new institution. 

Without in , om the present occa- 


tem ; the expediency of conducting all exa- 

minations for medical degrees in public, 

and the necessity of makivg all such exa- 

minations strictly practical in their nature. 

The gross dishonesty and hideousness of the 

certificate-system do not supply us with 

new topics of debate, but the individuals to 

whom it is a source of profit, cling with 

such tenacity to this fountain of emolu- 

ment, this means of aggrandizement for 

themselves, and of mental and pecuaiary 

despoliation of their pupils, that we return 

to the charge with freshness and vigour, for 

the recovery of such an instrument of avarice 

and mischief from the hands of the monopo- 

lists. Time, ia such a contest, increases 

in utility the warfare which it despuils of 
novelty. 

We have said that the certificate-system 

is a fraud, woblushingly imposed upon the 

acquisition of knowledge. It is rendered 
a double fraud by its inventors and sup- 
porters. Not content with throwing every 
obstacle in the path of the student which 
can be there heaped—that path being al- 
ready of itself sufficiently difficult and pain- 
ful--these robbers presume to dictate to 
the student the precise spot on which he 
shall expend his time in obtaining instruc- 
tion, and then, in that convenient place for 
plunder, sell to him an adulterated article 
at a most exorbitant price! The abserdi- 
ties with which the system abounds are 
thns fully equalled by the injuries whieh it 
inflicts. Nothing can be plainer than this to 
the senses of disinterested observers. Know- 
ledge, being a mental acquirement, indepen- 
deni of all fashion, and, like the mind itself, 
incorruptible, may be obtained with equal 
advantage, at all times, and in all places, 


sion, to pass in review the entire system of | provided a fait opportunity of acquiring it 


medical edecation, or to expose to view the 
whole of those errors in legislation which 


exist. Knowledge is not a coat with which 
any fool may invest himself, provided the 


the senate of the London University is called | garment be made by the court tailor, 
upon to avoid, we shall enter, at some| Knowledge will not spoil during its con- 


length, on the most prominent points of 
consideration in discussing this subject, 
dividing them under three heads, namely, 


veyance from ove part of the kingdom to 
another. Some of the brightest ornaments 
of science have ever laboured in seclusion, 


‘““e complete abolition of the certificate-sys- 


and produced their discoveries far from the 


THE CERTIFICATE SYSTEM. || 
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S44 
ravenous haunts of those plundering certifi- 
cate-mongers who would persuade us that 
light can only emanate from their own foul 
lamps and dull windows. It is an intolera- 
ble presumption in any set of men (and 
what a set!) to announce that all truths 
are valueless that do not proceed from 
certain oracles which, with a mock so- 
lemnity that inflates whatever is empty and 
flimsy, are labelled and inscribed “ Recog- 
“ nised Lecturers.” To those Gamaliels,say 
they, you must “ pay all that is demanded; 
* be not anxious about the doctrines which 
“they teach, and the facts they may dis- 
“ close; simply behave with decoram in 
“ their presence for four years, and then 
“ obtain from them, in exchange for your 
“money and time, certificates of the ex- 
“ penditure of both, and we will admit you 
“ to examination before our Court,—a con- 
“ cession which will be granted on no other 
“terms. It is useless to urge the fact that 
* one of you may obtain a competent know- 
* ledge of medicine in half the time that 
* another, a less gifted individual, will oc- 
“cupy in acquiring some vague notions 
* of the science, A may make himself mas- 
“ ter of mathemutics in a few months, while 
B cannot get beyond the pons asinorum in 
“as many years; still, it is a principle of 
“the old and venerated institutions of this 
“ country, to compel both of these men 
“ previously to pass an equal number of 
‘years in the study of mathematics, 
“and that principle must be upheld, or the 
fountains. of knowledge will be dried 
‘“‘up. altogether,—or, at any rate, the 
“ poor and needy will, by study and exer- 
tion, take honour and profit from the rich 
“ and well-born, whose especial interests it 
“is the duty of all well-wishers of the 
“ country and its glorious constitution to 
** protect.” Thus the youth of small means 
is kept in his “ proper station,” and the 
son of the wealthy man is provided with 
a profession, and a means of emolument 
equal. to a high condition of life, while 
the leeches who are employed in sucking 
nim, are odiously entitled and regarded as 


PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS FOR 


a part and parcel of the “ ancient and ve. 
“ nerable institutions of the country ;” and 
are enriched by frauds on the pocket, and 
impositions on common sease, while medical 
science, like a cabbage-stalk in a garden, is 
fixed to the soil, and rendered one of the 
meanest objects in creation. 

And this is especially the plan which is 
enforced against medicine! the first and 
worthiest of the sciences. Nothing analo- 
gous to the monstrous scheme is to be found 
in the history of any other of the scieuces, 
or discovered in the proceedings of any 
other of our corporate bodies, bad as are 
their arrangements. Take, for example, the 
Universities ; what might the pablic be ex- 
pected to say of either of the Colleges at 
Cambridge and Oxford, were they to an- 
nounce “ that they would admit no student 
“to pass his entrance examination unless 
“ he brought proof of having been educated 
“ at Eaton or at Harrow, at King’s College 
“orat Winchester?” Or, if the authorities 
deferred testing his actual attainmeuts in the 
dead languages or in mathematics until they 
had become assured that such attainments 
could be alleged to have been acquired at 
certain favoured institutions in Wales’ 
What would be the immediate effect of such 
a law, were the authorities of the above 
named Colleges to enact it? Unquestion- 
ably to confera monopoly of education upon 
the preparatory schools which we have 
named. Yet the authors of the certificate 
system have the boldness to tell us that they 
are actuated in their proceedings solely by 
a desire to promote the public good, and 
that the measures which they adopt have 
no tendency whatever to the creation of a 
monopoly. No monopoly was there, for- 
sooth, in Dublin, when the favours of the 
College were conferred solely upon appren- 
tices; none ia Scotland, where a student 
must inhale the frigid air of “ auld Reikie” 
for twelve months continually, before he can 
present himself at the University for the 
degree; or in London, where, not to men- 
tion old-standing abuses, the Council of the 
College of Surgeons, not content with their 
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occupation of examining students, must 
needs take to examining the lectures them- 
selves, before “ recognition,” with the osten- 
sible purpose of “ recognising” none but 
‘+ competent” men, but with a fixed determi- 
nation of keeping the coterie of lecturers 
compact and snug. The fact is, as regards 
the latter proceeding, that lecturers had be- 
come too numerous, and pupils too scarce ; 
the fees were distributed amongst too many 
instead of being pocketed by the few ; the 
gentry at the College became alarmed ; a 
council of war was held, and the remedy to 
which we have just alluded to was proposed 
and adopted, 

We shall not now dwell upon the effect 
of the certificate system in keeping up the 
enormous fees which medical students are 
compelled to pay for attendance upon lec- 
tures and upon hospital practice. The “res 
“angusta domi” argument could have no 
effect on the hardened and unprincipled 
abettors of all that is corrupt in the present 
system. Little care they for the biting pri- 
vations which youthful students may have 
to undergo in order that their friends, the 
dealers in “ tickets,” may fare sumptuously 
every day. Were we to ask one of these 
men “ what is a certificate, or why is it en- 
“ joined?” his answer would be, that “a 
“ certificate is a piece of paper which 
“ proves the diligent attendance of the pupil 
* on the lectures of his teacher, and, more- 
“over, insures the competency of the 
“teacher, because none but men of emi- 
“nence are authorized to grant it.” Yet 
itis an indisputable fact, that the certificates, 
four times out of five, certify to a false- 
hood. There is not a pupil in London who 
is ignorant of their real value,—who does 
not know that they may be obtained without 
the ennui of attending the prosy discourses 
of the “ recognised” lecturers; aye, or 
without ever having set eyes upon the tic- 
ket-mongers iaces. 

The excuse of insuring competent lec- 
turers is no less farcical and fallacious. Let 
the pupils elect freely their own teachers. 
The want is theirs. Their sense is acutest 


for discovering the means of satisfying the 
hunger after knowledge. Once let the 
streams of knowledge freely flow, and the 
sourees will be rapidly and correctly found, 
No bad teacher ever sat long in the chair of 
a professor, as the /reely-clected representa- 
tive of science. Or if so anxious te obtain 
“competent” men, let the monopolists aban- 
don their places, and choose the professors 
of medicine im public institutions by con- 
cours, and then quickly, indeed, will the 
small fry of lecturers, of whom they stand 
so much in horror, quickly either disappear 
from the field, or merge into “ men of emi- 
nence,” 
But, say the monopolists, “if the stadent 
“ be permitted to obtain his information how 
“and where he likes, without furnishing 
“ any other proof of his diligence than the 
“ correctness or readiness with which he 
“may answer all questions that are ad- 
“dressed to him, as great an evil will be 
“ produced as the one that is proposed te be 
“ abolished. The pupil would thus beenabled 
“to pass his time in idleness for two or 
“three years; for if no certificates be re- 
“ quired from him, he will merely have him- 
“ self ground for the last few months, and 
“thas obtain a degree without possessing 
“an iota of practical knowledge.” This 
position leads to our second poiat. Abolish 
certificates, says the medical reformer, but, 
at the same time, make the examination 
a searching inquisition, a thorough and 
severe practical inquiry, which no student 
can pass unless he have really spent the 
period of his education iu constant atten- 
tion to the essential points of the science. 
If “ grinding” and private tuition be iden- 
tical in operation, we admit that “ grinding” 
would thus only change its character in 
one respect, namely, that the process would 
be one of years instead of months, continuous 
intend of temporary, unbroken instead of 
1,—instead of a bit for the Hall, 
anda bit for the College, a bit for Latin, and 
a' bit for botany, a patchwork of education, 
effected by jobs. Who would not recognise 
the extension of “ grinding” in this respect 
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a most importent change for the better? 
Under the pew system young meu would 
really become admirably instracted, either 
as apprentices or as free students, and be 
prepared at the proper age to undergo the 
ordeal of a well-conducted, practical exami- 
nation. This method, as our readers are 
aware, has been adopted for many years in 
France, and experieuce has proved that it 
“ works well.” In that country the student, 
instead of being asked “ How many bones 
compose’ the orbit?” “ What are the ori- 
gin and insertion of the biceps muscle?” 
(answers to which questions may be learned 
from any elementary work) is desired, for 
example, to dissect the femoral artery and 
its branches, to display the arrangement of 
the fascia of the thigh, to prepare, on the 
dead body, the superficial branches of the 
cervical nerves, &c. These proceedings 
evidently comprise demands upon the know- 
ledge of the student which require that 
he should have passed many e diligent 
week in the dissecting-room, Again ; the 
candidate should be led to the bedside of 
the patient, and there made to undergo a 
strict examination into his proficiency in 
medical and surgical knowledge. Would 
not this supersede the necessity of enforcing 
the certificate system, and altogether remove 
the interested objections which have been 
raised hy those individuals who, with de- 
clarations respecting the ‘‘ welfare of the 
pupil,” pretend that they exact the produc- 
tion of certificates from him, merely for the 
purpose of insuring a constant attention on 
his part to the business of instruction ? 

The examination of a candidate for a me- 
dical degree having been made a thoroughly 
practical one, the next step must be that of 
insuring its publicity, against which the 
only plausible objection that has ever been 
urged, is founded on this supposition, that 
the exposn:e of the candidate to such a test 
might operate wafavourably on his feelings, 
by exciting the bashfulness and timidity 
of youth at gn inappropriate time, and pre- 
vent many students from giving utterance to 


But this argument is altogether sp 
Were the character of the examinatio | ye. 
made known to be strietly practics! sang 
dates would be prepared to an exten’ 44 
im @ manuer, so widely different from 
present one, that they would feel foi 

to meet a becoming ipquiry, and con: 

in the power of rep}y,—the natural result of 
a consciousness of possessing knowledge. 
Besides, medical students really are not 
timid beings in any situation which circum- 
stances have habituated them to occupy. 
Moreover, publicity would inevitably pre- 
serve them from the insolent brow-beating, 
and the brutal and dastardly imsolenee, to 
which they are now successfully subjected 
at such places as “ Apothecaries’ Hail,” 
and Evglish candidates for diplomas and 
degrees would come forward with the same 
readiness, and the same degree of coni- 
dence as distinguishes the medica] studeuts 
in France, when they are placed in similar 
circumstances, We have often asked fo- 
reigu graduates, what effect a public exam- 
ination has upon their mind and feelings, 
and the answer has invariably been, “ The 
* amount of fear was very trifling, because 
* we had already;seen so many others pass 
the ordeal with sueceess.” 

Bat a public examination is a very grevt 
stimulus to exertion. No student would 
think of presenting himself as a candidate 
for a degree until he was thoroughly prepar- 
ed to enter on the practice of his profession ; 
and such persons as had already acquired 
some tittle fame in the paths of science 
would double their exertions to support 
their reputation. Events have repeatedly 
established this fact. No one would con- 
sent to disgrace himself before a crowd of 
proud and anxious friends and relations, by 
exhibiting proofs of ignorance similar to 
those which, from the known laxity of the in- 
vestigation, are too often displayed before 
the Courts of Examiners in the British 
capitals, The question there with a student 
may most naturally hecome, not with how 
much preparatory iuformation he shall 


the knowledge which they really possess. 


enrich himself, hut with how little be shall 
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making these remarks we are not 

neet ¥ in the fields of mere declamation or 

selve- 48, We declare only that which is 

sit Never, indeed, were re- 

' which might be anticipated, by theory, 

+ from any system, more fully verified 

_ wets, than have been the consequences of 

the schemes of the medical monopolists of 
this country. No astronomer ever prophe- 
died more truly the effects of physical laws 
in the celestial world, than might the pre- 
sent condition of English medical educa- 
tion and practice have been foretold as a 
result of the ticket and certificate system. 
Nor @ver was prophecy more correctly fal- 
filled than will this forewarning be veri- 
ficd—that the abolition of the present sys- 
tem will insure for medicine the highest 
station among the usejal sciences, and for 
médical practitioners the first rank among 
the professional members of the community, 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE fOSPITAL, 

CITRIC ACTD AND OTHER REMPDIES IN CASES 
OF PURPURA, OCCURRING IN ADULTS AND 
CHILDREN, 


Dr, Extiotson this week took occasion to 
make some remarks on comments attached 
to the report of a case of purpura occurring 
at this hospital, and inserted at page 777 of 
the present volume of Tue Lancer, He 
merely wished to add to the observations 
which he had made on the case in question, 
that his experience of lemon-juice as a 
remedy in purpura, held good with regard 
to children as well as to adults. He had 
seen a very large number of cases of pur- 
pura occurring in children, The writer, 
who had commented on his case, spoke of 
having seen five or six cases in Paris, and 
that they were all treated by citric acid with 
success. Now, he (Dr. E.) had seen a 
large number of cases, very many more 
than five or six; and having an idea at one 
time that purpura bore a very great simi- 
larity to scurvy, he had given citric acid ia 
several cases; his experience was, that 
citric acid was of no more use in this dis- 
ease when occurring in children, than when 
it happened to adults. Now, to reason on 
the poiat. If this medicine was of no be- 
nefit in adult cases, why should it be of be- 
nefit in those of children? If we possess a 
medicine which has a kind of specitic power 
in avy disease, it is of the same benefit 


both to adults and to children. Quinine 
cures agues in both, so syphilis, in both, is 
cured with mercury; so itch, in both, is 
eradicated by sulphur. Whatever is good 
to the adult is, if given in proper doses, 
good also to children in the same disease, 
if the medicine possesses a 
ind of specific power in the particular 
malady. As he had said before, the only 
relation scurvy had to purpura, was the 
presence of the purple spots, for opposite 
plans of treatment were adopted, and found 
beneficial in the two diseases, Whe had 
ever known a case of scurvy cured by ex- 
tensive bleeding, as instanced in the case 
which had given rise to these observations, 
and in which the patient was better and 
stronger after losing 150 ounces of blood, 
than he was previously. He believed 
scurvy was never treated in this way. 
Again, in the purpura of children, the same 
kind of treatment was successful, whilst 
the disease was increased by those remedies 
which were most successful in scurvy. He, 
last spring, attended a young gentleman 
with purpura hemorrhagica, in whom there 
was a great number of spots; he had ten- 
derness of the abdomen, and a discharge of 
considerable quantities of blood from the 
intestines; his pulse was full. He had 
not suffered either from bad living or im, 
pure air, He was bled in the arm, took 
diluents, and was kept on the lowest diet ; 
he got well, though he was obliged after- 
wards to have leeches applied to the abdo- 
men on two or three occasivns, and turpen- 
tine injections once or twice. When he 
had got quite well, he feasted on venison, 
turtle, and other rich things, and the dis- 
ease immediately returned, The spots again 
appeared, and the abdomen became tender. 
He (Dr. E.) gave him gruel and water to 
live on, had leeches applied to the abdo- 
men, and the youth again got rapidly quite 
well; he is now in good health, but is kept 
on moderate diet. This case dispiayed a 
character totally opposed to scurvy. The 
gums, too, were not affected in purpura, as 
they were in scurvy. Many in purpura 
might, indeed, accidentally have spongy 
gums, as many people have when their teeth 
are not kept clean and well brushed ; but not 
to the extentobserved inscurvy. With regard 
to lemon-juice in purpura, it might be ob- 
served that many children, who had the 
disease slightly, might, and did get well 
with one or two doses of moderately purgi 
medicine; he had found Epsom salts an 
colchicam the best purgatives in these 
eases. Now, if lemon-juice happened to 
he given at the same time with other medi- 
cines, it was said to have done good. Many 
cases, again, yielded of themselves, and thus 
mistakes regarding the eflicacy of medicines 
were made. So, in haemorrhage, acetate 


of lead, in one-grain doses, mixed with in- 


fusion of roses, was admipistered by some 
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nefitted by citric acid, but arose in persons 
who lived well, and it might be mistaken 
for scurvy. The case in Tue Lancer oc- 
curring in the child, was undoubtedly 


says the report of the case, “ we find the 
body marked by a number of small spots, of 
a reddish-purple colour, occupying chiefly 
the abdomen and lower extremities. These 
spots bear some resemblance to flea-bites, 
bat are of a darker colour, and do not yield 
under re. In addition to these spots, 
which are extremely numerous, the left thigh 
and the middle part of the left leg, present 
two large spots of a deep violet colour, and 
nearly as broad as crown pieces.” Again, “ a 

of the gums appears to be fungus and 

ls at the slightest touch.” Now, in pur- 
pura, the thighs were not particularly 
affected; but he (Dr. E.) never saw a case 
of scurvy in which they were not; the spots 
were large and the substance often hard. 
The state of the gums was a mark of scurvy 
not of purpura. It must also be remem- 
, that this child was placed on good 
“good soup” being ordered for it. 
Now, most cases of purpura in children 
would be made worse by such good dict, 
and most cases of scurvy benefitted by it, 
without a drop of lemon-juice. He (Dr. E.) 
felt satisfied there was a mistake in the di- 
agnosis of the case in question. He (Dr. EF.) 
was convinced, that if the other cases of 
alleged purpura were — benefitted by 
lemon-juice, that they were, like the one re- 
lated, instances of scurvy. Purpura, also, 
is often a symptomatic affection in continued 
fever, in diseases of the heart and lungs, 
without any affection of the gums, or the 
other marks of scurvy. In fever it is nota 
dangerous symptom, and often accompanies 
mild forms of the disease ; and, when accom- 
panying either fever or pectoral disease, is 


not the better for lemon-juice, but yields, in| line 2, for Dr. Cheyne “ assures me,” 


PONDENCE., 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mr. Wilkinson's and Dr. Keate’s commu. 
nications have been received. 

The communication marked “ Private,” 
from Wales, has been received, and the sug. 
gestion shall not be forgotten, 

The request contained in the private note 
of Mr, C, shall be complied with. The cir. 
cumstance relating to the drawing has 
escaped our recollection, or we would with 
pleasure explain it. 

A Life Governor should direct his inqui- 
ries to the parties who had the disposal of 
his subscription. His appeal to a journalist 
should le made only after the refusal of 
accounts, or the misapplication of funds, has 


+ | become ground of complaint. 


Jabez. The man is a dunce, and not 
worth notice. He bungles at every thing. 
Were he a barber he would begin to dress 
wigs at the pig-tail. 

A Constant Reader. No prospectus has 
been published, but it is most probable that 
practitioners of established repute will not 
submit to the conditions of the curriculum, 

If A Young Student be desirous of obtain- 
ing the licence of Apothecaries’ Hall, he 
must comply with the regulations which 
were issued in 1835. 

As the case described by Scrutator occur- 
red in private practice, we cannot insert the 
comments which he has made on the treat- 
ment, and the alleged neglect. 


The result of the ease related in the com- 
munication from Kegsworth was so very 
obvious, that it is not worth while to pub- 
lish any part of the communication, but the 
following extract, and that only for the sake 
of showing what incorrigible fools are 
sometimes to be met with in the world :— 
“A young man, with natural weakness of 
sight, was recommended to bathe his eyes 
with urine. Although suffering under an at- 
tack of gonorrhza at the time, this did not 
deter him from adopting the prescribed re- 
medy. He bathed his eyes with his own 
urine. A violent attack of fee or 
purulent ophthalmia followed the applica- 
tion, which, notwithstanding the most active 
treatment, rapidly produced disorganization 
of the eyes, with consequent loss of sight. 
The symptoms commenced immediately after 
the application.” 


Errata.—In the case of chorea, pe. 
rea 


the former case, to antiphlogistic remedies, | assures us. 


if the fever requires them, and to a diminu- 


In the remarks appended to Mr, Crisp’s 


tion of the lead of blood in pectoral affec- | cases, p. 769, line 8, for “ had been obstruct- 
tions. In nine cases out of ten of idiopa-|cd by calculi for a considerable period,” 
thic purpura, low diet and purgatives, and | read have been. Line 11, for “ The symp- 
even loss of blood, are the successful reme-|toms clearly pointed out,” read point out. 
dies ; whereas plenty of fresh animal and | The two verbs should obviously, from the 


vegetable food, with good fermented fluids, 


context, have been printed in the preseut 


soon cure scurvy. J tense. 
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PrURPORA.—CORRES 
practitioners as a specific ; the haemorrhage 
ceased, and the medicine was said to have —— 
effected the result. Yet the practitioner 
would give only one-grain doses of the ace- 
tate of lead, and not without the infusion 
of roses, by which an insoluble powerless 
sulphate of lead was formed. There was a 
tendency in some diseases to cease of 
themselves, and particularly hemorrhage, 
and so the character of the lead and sul- 
phuric acid was sustained. Purpura, too, 
was not only every day cured by remedies 
which did harm in scurvy, and was not be- _ 
vi 
seurvy, and was mistaken fer purpura 
“ On stripping and examining the child,’ 
B 
whi 
N 


